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INTRODUCTION

Daniel is the most important book on the
subject of prophecy in the Old Testament.
Apart from the book of Revelation it is the most
important book on prophecy in the Bible.
It
gives us an outline and an overview of history
and prophecy.
On top of that, it fills in many
of the details.
Messages
on
Daniel
were
originally
preached in the evening services of the Church
of the Open Door in downtown Los Angele_s.
They were later edited for release on our daily
radio broadcast.
This booklet is a revision of
the original three volume set produced to ~elp
radio listeners study with us.
A few minor
revisions have been made.
The
original
unedited
messages,
as
preached at the Church of the Open Door, are
available on audio cassettes.
If you wish, you
may purchase individual messages or the com
plete set in three convenient albums.
There is
an order form at the back of this booklet which
will give you complete information on how to
order.
I trust these studies will not only increase
your knowledge of Bible prophecy, but will also
benefit you spiritually.

- G. Michael Cocoris, D . D.
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A sovereign God will ultimately resurrect
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until
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have trouble
like
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UNDERSTANDING OUR HOSTILE SOCIETY
Daniel 1: 1-7

Understanding the opposition is half of
winning a battle.
If you know for sure how
you will be attacked, you'll be in a much better
position to win.
The believer has enemies:
the world, the
flesh and the devil.
Society is hostile to
Christian living.
It would like to squeeze
believers into its mold.
In order to withstand
the pressure of the world, we need to under
stand how the world works.
Daniel lived in a hostile society, under
stood it and consequently won over it.
I.

Daniel lived in Jerusalem ( 1: 1).
A.

In the Reign of Jehoiakim
Daniel 1: 1 informs us that Daniel
lived in Jerusalem during the reign of
Jehoiakim, who reigned from 609-598
B.C.
These were hard days.
The
Israelites had forsaken the faith of
their fathers.
Idolatry was rampant
and consequently iniquity filled the
land.

B.

During the Ruin of Jerusalem
The sins of the past and the
sins of the present caught up with
the nation . Verse 1 says that Nebu
chadnezzar beseiged Jerusalem.
That
was in the summer of 605 B. C. (cf.
II Kings 24:1,2).
Verse 2 says the

3

Lord gave Jehoiakim into the hands of
Nebuchadnezzar.
Thus it was not
Israel's weakness or Nebuchadnezzar's
strength that decided the matter, but
God's sovereign will.
One of the
great themes of the book is thus
introduced:
the sovereignty of God
in the affairs of men.
But why would God allow judg
ment to fall? There were at least two
reasons why God judged Israel. First,
they had not obeyed the law of the
Sabbatical year.
The Mosaic Law
specified that every seventh year the
land was not to be farmed. The Jews
had not observed that law for 490
years.
So, God a Ilowed them to go
into captivity to allow the land to rest
for the 70 years they missed.
God's
judgment also fell on Israel because of
idolatry.
Israel had not only prac
ticed calf worship and Baal worship,
but there were even idolatrous orgies
in Jerusalem.
We are not personally account
able for the sins of our fathers, but
the sins of our fathers have ever
lasting repercussions in our Iives.
11.

Daniel was carried off to Babylon (1: 2-3).
A.

Part of the vessels were carried off.
When Nebuchadnezzar conquered
and captured Jerusalem, he carried
off "part of the vessels of the house
of God."
Only part of the temple
vessels were taken at this time. The
remainder were removed later when
Jehoiakim surrendered (cf. 11 Kings

24:15).
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Nebuchadnezzar took them to
Shinar, i.e., to Babylon to the house
of his god. This was done as a prize
and proof of the power of his god,
Marduke. These vessels appear again
on the night of Belshazzar's feast
(cf. Dan. 5). They were returned to
Jerusalem by Ezra (cf. Ezra 1: 7).
B.

People were carried away.
Daniel 1: 3 tells us that Ash
penaz was instructed by Nebuchad
nezzar to take some of the Jews from
the general population and some of
the Jews from the royal family to
Babylon. Daniel and his three friends
were in that group.
Whether they
were from the general population or
from the nobility is not certain.
According to Josephus, all four were
members of Zedekiah's royal family.

C.

Sharp teenagers were carried away.
Daniel 1: 4 says that children
were in the group carried to Babylon.
The Hebrew word "children" literally
means "youth. 11 It designates a person
from 15 to 20 years of age.
Daniel
was a teenager when he was taken to
Babylon.
These teenagers had physical,
mental
and
social
qualifications.
Physically, they had no blemish and
were well favored; i.e., they had no
handicaps, but rather were pleasing
in appearance.
Mentally, they were
skilled in wisdom and knowledge, and
understood science.
In other words,
they had some education and mental
5

~cumen. . S?cially, they were to stand
rn the kings presence. This indicates
they possessed social graces. In other
words,
these
young
people
were
sharp, well-rounded and balanced
They had birth, beauty and brains. ·
These exceptional teenagers were
trucked to Babylon, which was hostile
territory.
Verse
2 calls Babylon
"Shinar. 11
Walvoord says that term
was used for Babylon with the nuance
of a place hostile to faith.

111.

The world wants everyone to conform to
it ( 1: 4-7).
A.

Conformity in Thinking
Da~iel 1:4-7 illustrates how the
world tries to conform us to its mold.
For example, the Babylonians tried to
get these teenagers to conform to its
way of thinking.
They had to learn
the language, the literature and the
lore of the Babylonians.
Having them
learn the Babylonian language was
understandable.
It was the principle
language of the day.
But having
them learn the Babylonian literature
was another matter.
l n other words
the Babylonians were saying, "Yo~
m~st no_t only talk like us, you must
thrnk lrke us."
That's what the
world really wants.

B.

Conformity in Living

king himself.
This three-year prep
school was designed to teach them
how to live like the Babylonians.
C.

Conformity in Worship
The next thing the Babylonians
did was change their names.
By
changing
their
names
they
were
trying
to
change
their
worship.
Daniel 4:8 says that Daniel's name
was "Belteshazzar, according to the
name of my god. 11
In other words,
they gave these Hebrew young people
names of pagan gods. The attempt
was made to wipe out every memory
of their God.
A change of name in
the ancient world also involved the
idea that the god whose name they
received was to be honored.

Conclusion:
Daniel found himself in a hostile society
that wanted him to conform to it in his think
ing, living and worship.
Pressure was put on
him and the others to conform intellectually,
socially and religiously.
If you are to win the spiritual battle
against your spiritual enemy, the world, you
need to understand how it works.
By under
standing it is trying to conform you in think
ing, acting and worship, you can withstand the
pressure of being squeezed into its mold.

Nebuchadnezzar
specified
the
menu for these captive teenagers.
They were to eat and drink the same
food and wine as was set before the
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g: 2 indicates that he had a ~opy of
the book of Jeremiah and impI1es t~at
he was a keen student of the Scrip
tures. From his parents, the prophets
and his own personal study of the
Scriptures, he had a knowledge of
the Word of God.
If you are to ever
have conviction you will have to _have
knowledge. Character is not conJured
up, it is molded.

LIVING IN A HOSTILE SOCIETY
Daniel 1: 8-13

Any spiritually minded believer quickly
learns that he lives in a hostile environment.
The pressure can be great and intense.
How
does a believer manage to live in a hostile
society?

B.

Daniel did it.
By understanding him and
his approach, maybe we can learn how to live
in our hostile environment.
We need to learn
three things from Daniel:
I.

Daniel not only had knowledge,
but he made a decision based on t~at
knowledge.
When the issue of _eatin_g
meat came up, Daniel ~new i_n his
head from the Scripture that ,t was
unlawful and he decided in his heart
not to defile himself.
.
In order to live victoriously in
the world, a believer nee~s to make
up his mind to not defile himself, and
the sooner the better.
Daniel was _a
teenager of about 16 when all ?f this
happened. Frankly, in our sccrety. 16
may be too late.
You need to decide
to serve the Lord and the earlier the
better.

Conviction ( 1 : 8)
A.

Knowledge
Daniel 1: 8 says that Daniel pur
posed in his heart not to defile him
self, i.e. , he had a conviction that
he would honor God. In order to have
that kind of conviction, a person
would have to have two things:
( 1)
knowledge; and (2} decision.
The implication of verse 8, and
the prerequisite of conviction,
is
knowledge.
Daniel must have had a
keen knowledge of the Scripture.
Undoubtedly, he had godly Jewish
parents who observed Moses 1 instruc
tions and taught the Scriptures deli
gently
to
their children.
Daniel
definitely had godly Jewish prophets
who obeyed the vision and voice of
the Lord to preach the Word of God
to the people. He no doubt had heard
Jeremiah and others preach.
Daniel

8

Decision

II.

Courage (1:8)
A.

Not to Compromise
Daniel had more than conviction,
he had courage.
Verse 8 says ~hat
he requested of the prince of eun,chs
that he not be forced to eat the
king's meat.
It is one thing to make
a decision, but it is anot_her. to have
the
determination,
ded1cat1on
and

9

di~cipline to carry it out.
It is one
thrng to have a conviction, but it is
another t? ~ave courage to carry out
that conv1ct1on. Daniel had both.
.
He could have compromised.
He
might have reasoned that the king's
order was a law and he should obey
the law. Or, he could have reasoned
t~at to refuse the food would spoil
his chances of advancement.
Or
that he was away from home and n~
one would ever know
But D . 1
didn't do that.
.
an,e
B.

Courage
. Think of the courage it took for
Daniel to go to the prince of eunichs
and request that he not eat the
ki_ng's meat.
The phrase, "that h
might n~t defile himself," suggest:
t~at Daniel explained the reason for
h1~ request, namely, that he and his
friend~ would be defiled if they ate
~he king's meat.
This would have
,nv?lved explaining the nature of the
def1lem~nt. The explanation, in turn
gave witness to God. But all of that
took great courage.

111.

Creativity (1:9-13)
A.

saw them worse looking than the
others, he would put the chief cham
berlain to death.
This is not an
overstatement.
Life was cheap in
Babylon and subject to the whims of
the king.
In this case, conviction was not
enough.
Even
courage
was
not
enough. If Daniel got permission not
to eat the king's meat, then the chief
chamberlain would lose his head.
If
Daniel refused to eat, he would lose
his head. Now, the object is not how
to die in a hostile society, but how to
live1n a hostile society.
That's the
trick.
Frankly, there are always
comp Iications, even today.

The Complication
. N~w, you would think that with
~onv1ct1on and courage Daniel would
av:e all he ne~ded to live in a hostile
society._ ~ut in this case, there was
a compl1cat1on ·. The chief chamberlain
was sympathetic, but he had a
b
lem
H f
pro .
e eared the king. If the king
10

B.

Creativity
Daniel came up with a creative
alternative.
He went to the man
immediately over him and under the
chief of eunichs and suggested a
test. The test was simply that Daniel
be allowed to be a vegetarian for 10
days.
The guard consented and it
worked. Daniel and his friends were
fairer and fatter than the others.
11 Fatter, 11
by the way, means that
they showed a definite advantage and
healthier characteristics,
not that
they were overweight. Because they
passed the test, they were allowed to
remain on the vegetarian diet and
abstain from meat.
The point is that Daniel was
creative. He came up with a creative
alternative. It may be that there are
times when there are no alternatives.
In chapter 3, the three Hebrew child11

ren had no alternative and landed in
the fiery furnace. And yet there are
times when there are alternatives.
In order to determine which
situation you are in, you need to
ask_, "What is the goal of the person
asking me to do something?"
In
chapter 1 the goal was to make them
h_ealthier.
In chapter 3 the goal was
smful--the worship of an idol.
In
chapter 1 there was an alternative-
another diet.
The goal was not sin
ful, so an alternative was possible.
Conclusion:
In order to live in sin-city, a believer
must .h~ve conviction, courage and creativity.
Creat,vrty may no_t be ne~ded or only rarely
used.
Cou_rage wrll come in the crises.
One
cannot conJure up courage now for the test
later. Most of us have knowledge of the Word
of _God, but we need to decide, 11 1 will not
defrle _myself with the king's meat. 11 Dare to be
a Danrel !

REIGNING IN A HOSTILE SOCIETY
Daniel 1: 14-16

As a young Christian, my first impressions
about the world from older Christians were: ( 1)
the world is hostile to the Lord; ( 2) the believ
er cannot live in the world.
The idea being
imparted to me was that since the world's sys
tem was evil, the only possible relationship I
could have with it was to totally separate from
it. To be in it was to be contaminated by it.
You cannot "win" in the world.
I have come to believe that the first of
those two impressions is correct, and to doubt
the second.
I no longer believe that if you
stand for the Lord you will automatically not
make it in the world.
It is possible to stand
for the Lord and win in society.
Daniel is the
classic illustration.
In Daniel 1, we see the
results of what happened when he decided to
honor the Lord.

I.

Daniel honored the Lord (1:8).
In the midst of a hostile environ
ment, Daniel purposed in his heart not to
defile himself.
In short, he would not
eat the king's meat because it was forbid
den by God.
He was willing to learn the
language; God had not forbidden that.
He was willing to read the literature;
there was nothing wrong with that. He
was willing to answer to another name;
technically that did not violate the com
mand of God. But God has spoken about
meat and Daniel and his friends decided
that they would honor the Lord.

12
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11.

God honored Daniel ( 1: 14-16).
A.

Personally

What was the result of their
decision to honor the Lord?
If they
ate a diet of vegetables, would they
not be poorer and punier?
Look at
the results.
Fairer and fatter.
They ended
up better off than those on the king's
cuisine.
Physically, they were fairer
and fatter, i.e. , healthier.
~marter and sharper. They were
superior mentally.
Wiser
and
wealthier.
Daniel
personally had another advantage.
Spiritually, he was wiser and wealth
ier.
Visions and dreams were normal
forms of revelation used by God in
Old Testament times.
Visions took
place when the prophets were awake
and dreams took place while they
were asleep.
Wow! They were better off per
sonally,
physically,
mentally
and
spiritually.
If that's the case, then
perhaps all of us should become vege
tarians.
But before you do that,
consider that it was not the groceries
that did all of that, it was God. The
point is that Daniel honored God and
God honored Daniel ( 1: 17}.

B.

Publicly
Daniel did not ''win" before God
and lose before men.
He reigned
personally and publicly.
At the end
of
the
test
period,
Daniel
was
ushered in before Nebuchadnezzar.
There he and his friends had an oral

14

exam.
The test undoubtedly included
fluency in the Babylonian language,
extent of the knowledge gained, per
sonal
characteristics
and
personal
appearance.
The Hebrew four not
only passed with flying colors, but
they tested out to be 1 0 times better
than the others (cf.
1 :20).
The
Hebrew literally says, "ten hands,"
perhaps meaning ten people. After
listening and looking at all of them,
Nebuchadnezzar
concluded,
"I'd
rather have one of them than 10 of
those." God is not interested in how
many, but rather in what kind of men
He has.
But Daniel was not only honored
before Nebuchadnezzar, he was hon
ored before Cyrus.
That means that
his public recognition and reward
continued until Cyrus' reign. Accord
ing to Daniel 10: 1, Daniel received a
revelation in the third year of Cyrus.
All this means that Daniel's infuence
spanned the entire Babylonian empire
and into the Persian reign. Jerusalem
fell in the summer of 605 B. C. Babyl
on fell in the fall of 539 B. C.
So
Daniel ministered for at least 66 yrs.
Conclusion:
Daniel lived and reigned in a hostile
society.
You can be in the wo~ld and _not be
contaminated by it.
As God said to Eli years
before, "Those who honor Me I will honor" ( I
Sam. 2: 30).
One other word.
Daniel 1 is an introduc
tion to a book.
As such, it is telling us th~t
the man who received all the revelations of this
book was a godly man of character.

15

I.
BEWARE OF PROPHETS

Nebuchadnezzar
future (2: 1).
A.

Daniel 2:1-13

The world is filled with predictions, prog
nostications and prophecies.
Leaders in busi
ness and industry peer into the future for
decades and plan in the present for the future.
Economists predict either gloom or growth for
the coming year.
Months before an election
pollsters peak into the voting booths and try to
count ballots.
Jimmy the Greek will tell you
next week's football score this week.
Your
friendly T. V. weatherman will tell you tonight
if you should wear a raincoat tomorrow.
We all
play prophet.
One look at your wife's face
when you get home and you prophecy-- 11 this is
going to be a long evening. 11
As
if secular prophets are
not bad
enough, we have to contend with religious
prophets.
The secular seer talks about tomor
row, next week, next month, or next decade,
but rarely does he go beyond.
The religious
revealer tells about the downfall of the country,
the destruction of the world--" Doomsday! 11
There are as many types of prophets as
there are kinds of beverages to drink for
lunch.
There are as many kinds of religious
prophets as there are soft drinks.
To compli
cate the scene you get the feeling that prophets
are more wrong than right.
They have more
misses than hits.
So, it would behoove us to
beware of prophets.
What is it we need to
know? Daniel 2 is helpful here.

This
year.

was

wanted

know

Nebuchadnezzar's

the

second

Daniel 2:1 says, "In the second
year
of
Nebuchadnezzar's
reign. 11
This poses a problem because Daniel
1: 5 says that Daniel's training in the
school lasted three years.
Did the
events of this chapter take place
within the three years, or after?
Some argue that it was after the
three year prep school, while others
contend that it was during the three
year period.
The latter view is
probably
correct.
As
chapter
2
reveals
Daniel was not summoned by
Nebuch~dnezzar when the other wise_.
men were. That was probably because
he was not yet finished with his
schooling.

B.

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream.
In the Old Testament, one of
God's
methods
of
revelation
was
dreams, even to Gentile rulers. Daniel 2 is a case in point.
God gave
Nebuchadnezzar a dream.
Now that
Scripture is complete, God speaks
through His Word. Dreams in our day
are more the result of indigestion
than inspiration.

C.

Nebuchadnezzar's
him.

was

dream

disturbed

Verse 1 tells us that his spirit
troubled.
The Hebrew word

17
16

to

He summoned the astologers, those
who study the stars.
He summoned
the sorcerers, those who dabble in
witchcraft.
And he summoned the
Chai deans, a priestly class of wise
men.
In short, Nebuchadnezzar called
the brain thrust of his day.
The
scholars, the star-gazers, the sorcer
ers and the spiritual men. He wanted
them to look in their sacred writings,
or the stars, or the spiritual world.
These were the Ph.D. 's and Th. D. 's
of his day.

translated "troubled" literally means
"to be tossed thither and hither. 11
He was deeply disturbed.
No doubt
his sleep left him.
'
D.

Nebuchadnezzar
future.

wanted

to

know

the

From Daniel 2: 29, we know that
Nebuchadnezzar knew his dream had
to do with the future.
Nebuchadnez
zar evidently began to think about
the future of his kingdom.
As he
went to bed he pondered over the
fact that he would not live forever.
The Babylonian kingdom might not
last forever.
Surely he was asking
"What does the future hold? 11 Someon~
has said, "Uneasy lies the head that
wears a crown. 11
As is so often the
case, the cares of the day become the
cares of the night.
Nebuchadnezzar
took his problems to bed with him.
As he was thinking about the future
he fell off to sleep and then he had
this dream.
He knew it had to do
with the future.
11.

Nebuchadnezzar sought knowledge of the
future from the worldly wise (2:2-3).

A.

Nebuchadnezzar
wise.

called

the

worldly

Nebuchadnezzar then called in
the worldly wise.
He wanted to know
the future, so he turned to the
learned men of the world who claimed
to be smart. He called the musicians.
This is probably a reference to the
priestly class, the sacred writers.

18

8.

Nebuchadnezzar wanted the worldly
wise to tell him about the future.
Daniel 2: 3 says he wanted them
to tell him about his dream, but we
know from verse 29 that the dream
had to do with the future.
So, in
essence, he was asking these wisemen
to tell him the future.

111 ·

Nebuchadnezzar discovered
wise did not know ( 2: 4-11).
A.

They
made
( 2: 4-6) .

a

the

reasonable

worldly

request

When Nebuchadnezzar requested
the men tell him the dream they
replied, "Tell us the dream and we
will
tell
you
the
interpretation. 11
That was a normal, reasonable re
quest. Imagine going to a psychiatrist
and saying, 11 I had a dream the other
night and I want to know what it
means." He would naturally respond,
"Tell me the dream and I will."

19

Nebuchadnezzar refused to tell
them the dream.
He said, in verse
5,
"The thing is gone from me"
( KJV).
But did he actually forget
the dream?
No!
Verse 9 seems to
indicate that Nebuchadnezzar doubted
their superstitious practices.
Per
haps they had failed him in the past.
It might have been that he wanted
proof
that
their
answers
were
correct.
At any rate, he did not
give them the dream.
Furthermore, he decreed that if
they did not tell him, he would have
them killed. To "cut in pieces" refers
to the ancient practice of dismember
ing the body. Their bodies would be
dismembered and their homes des
troyed. Being the counselor to a king
was a perilous occupation.
Ancient
monarchs had absolute power.
They
were often tempermental and cruel.
One Persian premier once said that he
never left the king's presence without
putting his hand to his head to feel if
it was sti II on his shoulders.
But Nebuchadnezzar could also
be gracious.
If they told him the
dream he said he would reward them
with gifts, rewards and great honor.
They would reap material benefits as
well as public recognition.
B.

C.

They made a confession (2:10-13).
Thus, they were compelled to
confess that they didn't know.
The
confession was clothed in the expla
nation that no human had that kind of
power.
No king, even though great
and mighty, had ever asked such a
thing.
They explained that only the
gods could do that!
And gods don't
live in flesh.
These wisemen were
incompetent and incapable.
Nebuchadnezzar was furious! He
decreed that all the wisemen of the
city of Babylon be destroyed ( 2: 12,
13).
The penalty was excessive and
extreme. Power corrupts and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.

Conclusion:
Nebuchadnezzar discovered
the worldly
wise do not know the future, so he ordered
them destroyed.
There is a pertinent point
here:
beware of prophets.
Not everyone who
claims to interpret dreams, tell the future and
reveal secrets can do so. Scholars, star-gazers
and the spiritually misguided do not know the
future.

They made a repeated request (2: 7-9)
The situation is urgent.
They
repeated
their
request.
Again,
Nebuchadnezzar refused to tell them
the dream (2:8,9).
This time he
charged them with stalling for time,
and even with lying.
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granted.
11.
WHO KNOWS THE FUTURE?
Daniel 2: 14-30

Personally, I get weary when people peer
into the future and try to predict what is going
to happen. I hear what they say the new presi
dent will do and think to myself, "How do they
know? He doesn't know himself. 11 Oh, he has
ideals, goals, and ideas he would like to see
implemented, but until he sits in the Oval
Office and hears all the facts, he doesn't even
know himself what he will do. How can we?
I
1'm not trying to pick on politicians.
wonder who can know the future, period. That
goes for politicians, pollsters, scholars, sor
cerers, prophets and preachers.
Now, having said that, I do believe there
are some who know the future.
Daniel 2 gives
us a clue.
I.

Daniel wanted
1 4-1 6) .

to

know

the

future

( 2:

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that
dealt with the future (cf. 2:29).
He
demanded that the wisemen tell him the
dream and the interpretation.
When he
discovered they could not
he decreed
their death.
'
Since Daniel was in school learning
to be one of the wisemen of Babylon,
they came to put him to death with all the
other wisemen.
This was the first time
he had learned about the situation.
He
asked for time to come up with the inter
P:etation of the dream and thus tell the
king about the future.
His request was

Daniel asked God to reveal the dream to
him (2:17-18).
Daniel went home to tell his Hebrew
friends so they could pray with him about
the situation. By the way, do you have a
prayer partner?
They didn't panic, or plan an es
cape. They prayed. They didn't form a
committee or call a conference or convene
a convention.
They called on the Lord.
As a sunflower turns toward the rising
sun, so their hearts turned toward the
Lord. They addressed God as the God of
heaven.
Though that title for God was
used by Abraham, it seems to be em
ployed especially at the time of the exile.
Now that Jerusalem was destroyed and the
temple burned,
God no longer dwelt
between the cherubim.
Ezekiel saw the
departure of the Shekinah glory to heav
en.
He is now the God of heaven. This
is a particularly significant statement
when used outside of Israel. The pagans
worshipped the heavens--the sun, the
stars, the moon.
Daniel and his compan
ions were praying to the God of heaven,
i.e., the One above the heavenly bodies.
Notice carefully that they asked for
mercy.
This is in contrast to what they
got from Nebuchadnezzar. He issued a
decree without mercy. They requested
mercy of God.
Mercy is the basis of all
prayer.
God does not answer prayer
because of the worth, effort, character or
work of the one praying.
To pray in
Jesus' name is to come to God, not on
your own merit, but on the merit of
Christ.
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Next, Daniel showed concern for
the condemned wisemen and asked
that their lives be spared.
He was
not so preoccupied with
his own
importance that he did not think of
others.

After the prayer meeting, Daniel fell
asleep.
With
the sentence of death
hanging over his head he went to sleep!
He was resting in the Lord so he had
rest in his soul and in his sleep (cf. Ps.
3:4,5; 4:8).
Ill.

God revealed
19- 30).
A.

the

God revealed
(2:19).

dream

the

to

dream

Daniel

to

In a night vIs1on, God
the dream to Daniel.
God
gave Daniel the same dream
gave Nebuchadnezzar, but
added commentary.
8.

(2:

Daniel

revealed
probably
that He
with an

Daniel paused to praise ( 2: 20-23).
Daniel must have been excited.
Now that he had the dream and its
interpretation,
his
Iife
would
be
saved.
His friends would be spared.
The
wisemen
would
be
salvaged.
Surely there was the urge to quickly
tell the king.
But before Daniel did
that, he paused to praise God.
God
had blessed him and now Daniel
blesses God ( 2: l 9).
It's easy to get
wrapped up in the gifts of God and
forget the Giver.
Daniel praised God for His wis
dom, sovereignty and grace in revealing
the
secret.
He
specifically
thanked
God
for
this
revelation
(2:23).

C.

D.

Daniel revealed the dream of Nebu
chadnezzar (2:25-30).
Daniel revealed the dream to
Nebuchadnezzar, but before he did he
said several things to him.
For _one
thing, he pointed out that the wise
men of the world could not reveal the
future ( 2: 27).
He then insisted it
was
God who reveals the future
(2:28,29).
Furthermore, ~e insisted
that God did not reveal this dream to
him because of anything in him.
He
was not better than anyone else.
Rather, God gave this information so
he could tell it to others.

Conclusion:
Who knows the future?
God, granted.
But God reveals the future to His children so
they will tell others.
Who knows the future:
God, us and those we tel I.

Daniel stopped the execution (2:24).
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In verse 31, Daniel says, 11 You, 0
king were watching; and behold, a great
imag~ ! 11
From
the
description
which
follows we know that the image was not
an idol but a statue corresponding to a
human form. The king had seen a great,
gleaming, gross statue of assorted met~ls
of various values and strengths.
Daniel
said it was great, i.e., large. Though
the passage does not state how large, we
know that the golden image in chapter 3
was 90 1 high.
It was also bright and
awesome.
The head was made of gold,
the chest and arms of silver, the abdomen
and thighs of brass, the legs of iron,
and the feet of iron and clay.
The value and weight of the metals
decreased from head to foot.
Gold is
much heavier and more precious thar:1
silver silver than brass and brass than
iron. ' Clay is the lightest material of all.
The strength of the metals, however,
increases from the head to the legs.
Silver is harder than gold, brass than
silver.
Iron
is
hardest
of
all.
It is also the instrument used in war.
The whole image is obviously top
heavy and weak in its feet.
Imagine a
metallic man-like image for a dream!
To
make the dream even more bizarre, a
stone struck the feet and grew until it
filled
the
earth.
Perhaps
the most
baffling occurance in all of the king's
nightmare was seeing this stone grow to
world-wide proportions.

WHERE IS HISTORY HEADED?

1

Daniel 2:31-45

,

Thinking people pondering the front page
of the paper often ask, "Where is it all head
ed? What will happen to the nations?"
There are three popular views of history.
The ancient Greeks had a cyclical view:
things
occur in endless repeated cycles so that what is
happening today will someday be repeated.
Modern atheistic existentialists have a cynical
view:
things occur totally without meaning.
History, on the whole, is devoid of purpose.
The evolutionists have a rose-colored view:
things are getting better and better.
At least
the evolutionists are optimists.
Just where is history headed?
Years ago
King Nebuchadnezzar asked the same question.
God gave him a dream of destiny to answer it.
· Daniel gave the interpretation.
I.

Daniel told
(2:31-35).

Nebuchadnezzar

the

dream

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that no
wiseman
could
discover
or
discern.
Daniel prayed and God graciously gave
the dream and its interpretation to him.
Armed with the interpretation of the
dream, Daniel went to see Nebuchadnez
zar.
He made sure that Nebuchadnezzar
understood that God was the source of
his information and that it dealt with the
latter days. We know from the context of
this passage that the 11 latter days II here
extends to the second coming of Christ
and the millennium.
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11.

Daniel told Nebuchandezzar the interpre
tation ( 2: 36-45).
A.

The head
37,38).

of
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gold

is

Babylon

(2:

In verse 37,
Daniel
said to
Nebuchadnezzar, "You, 0 king, are a
king of kings. 11
He then explains
that God had given him a kingdom
with power, glory and strength, tha t
God had given him universal rule. His
kingdom spread from Egypt to the
Persian Gui f.
The titles of his rule
claim full universality of his domin
ion. The mention of the feast served
only to strengthen the thought that
his dominion was world-wide.
In verse 38 he said, "You are
this head of gold. 11
Actually, the
head is a reference to the empire as
personified in Nebuchadnezzar. Verse
39 does not say another king, bu t
another kingdom.
Babylon is appro
priately the head of gold. Isaiah 14: 4
calls it the golden city. Jeremiah 51: 7
refers to it as the golden cup in the
Lord 1s hand. Herodotus visited Baby
lon about 90 years after the era of
Nebuchadnezzar and in his history he
says that he never saw in the earth
such an abundance of gold as he saw
in Babylon.
Gold was used profusely
to decorate shrines,
temples
and
other public buildings.
B.

The chest and
Medo-Persia.

arms

of

si Iver

are

Verse 39 simply says, 11 But after
you shall arise another kingdom in 
ferior to yours. 11
Though it is not
stated, this is obviously a reference
to the chest and arms of silver. This
second kingdom is later identified by
name as the Medo-Persian empire (cf.
5:8; 8:20,21; 11:2).
The two-fold
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division of the two arms suggests the
two-fold division of Media and Persia.
The Medo-Persian empire was inferior
to the Babylonian empire in terms of
the quality of government. The Bab
ylonian rule was unified,
whereas
division existed in all the others.
C.

The abdomen and thighs of brass are
Greece.
Verses 39 says a third kingdom
of brass shall rule over all the earth.
This kingdom can only be Greece
which
succeeded
the
Medo-Persian
empire in history.
The only thing
said of the brass kingdom is that it
will rule over the whole earth.
The
empire fashioned by Alexander the
Great did extend further than the
other three, even all the way from
Egypt to Europe, and eastward.

D.

The legs of iron are Rome.
Verse 40 says the fourth king
dom shall be as strong as iron.
The
fourth kingdom must be Rome for it
succeeded Greece.
The emphasis re
garding this kingdom is on strength.
It was as strong as iron.
Rome was
so strong that no power could dis
lodge her as world ruler for more
than half a millennium, far longer
than the other kingdoms.
The mark of the fourth kingdom
was not only strength, but destruc
tive strength.
Verse 40 says, "in
asmuch as iron breaks in pieces and
shatters all things."
As an iron
hammer smashes, so this kingdom
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broke things. The Roman legions were
noted for their ability to crush al l
resistance.
Perhaps
the
two leg s
represent the eastern and western
parts of the Roman empire.
E.

The feet and toes of iron
are restored Rome.

doms. As iron cannot mix with clay,
so this kingdom will have internal
problems.
It is very important to
notice that it wil I exist just prior to
the return of Jesus Christ and the
establishment of the Millennial King 
dom.
Verse 44 says II And in the
days of these kings. 11
It cannot be
the
kings
of the
four
kingdoms
because those four kingdoms do not
exist at the same time.
This is a
reference to the ten toes which must
be ten kings who rule during the last
generation of Gentile power (cf. Dan.
7:24;
Rev.
7:12).
This
revived
empire will be destroyed by Jesus
Christ at His second coming.

and clay

.
Thus far,
Daniel's interpreta tion of the dream fits the facts of
history.
After Babylon another king
conquered
the
world,
and
then
a~other_, and still another. But begin 
ning with verse 41, there is a prob
lem.
According to the context, the
feet and toes represent a form of the
f~urth kingdom, the Roman empire
(r.e., verse 40 says the fourth king 
dom and there is no fifth). But when
did Rome have ten heads represented
here by the ten toes? And when was
Rome destroyed by a kingdom that
filled the earth?
This difficulty has driven Bible
students to the conclusion that verses
37 - 40 are history and that verses
41 - 45 have not yet been fulfilled and
must be, from our vantage point,
prophecy yet unfulfilled.
The feet and toes are called the
revi~al, or restoration of the Roman
emprre.
This is not a fifth kingdom
~s the fourth is the last.
Therefore'
rt. must be Rome revived.
Mussolin'i
said, 11 I believe in the resurrection of
the [Roman) empire."
Verses 41-45 give us some de
tails of the restored Roman empire. It
w!II be a federation of ten kings. It
will combine strong and weak king -

F.

The stone is the Kingdom of God.
A stone, cut without hands out
of a mountain, is to fil I the earth.
The stone is the Kingdom of God.
The fact that it is cut wihout hands
is a reference to its supernatural
nature.
When Jesus Christ returns,
He will destroy the kingdoms of the
world and establish a kingdom which
will last forever.

Conclusion:
A personal God is ordering the course of
human affairs toward a glorious consummation.
History is not an endless cycle of meaningless
events, it is His story! Daniel 2 teaches that
there is a direction to history.
From this image we can clearly see that
there is a definite deterioration of the world's
kingdoms.
There wi II be a restored Roman em
pire and God will set up a kingdom catostroph 
ical ly and cl imactical ly.
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THE HARD TIMES
Daniel 3:1-18
Preachers often preach that if you are
having conflict and trouble in your life, it is
because you are disobeying God.
That, of
course, can be true. So, some get the message
and start obeying God.
That's good.
The
problem is they get the idea that now that they
are obeying God they don't have to worry about
impossible situations.
As a matter of fact
preachers promote that idea.
We speak i~
glowing terms about living on a mountain where
there_ is peace, joy and perpetual happiness,
not in the valley, where there is conflict
despair and difficulty.
'
But all that is not true. There are battles
to be fought and wars to be won on the moun
tain as well as in the valley. Obeying God may
·e~en g~t you into a furnace.
When you are
drsobeyrng God and you hit hard times, it's
tough, but you have no one to blame but
y_oursel~. When you are obeying and hit hard
times, 1t can be tougher, but it's not your
fault.
In order to make it, no matter whose
~a~lt it is, you have to have the one character1st1c taught in Daniel 3.
I.

Nebuchadnezzar
required
worship the image (3:1-7).

everyone

to

Nebuchadnezzar made an image of
gol~ ( 3 :_ 1).
It was three cubits by six
cubrts, 1.e., 90 ft. high X 9 ft. wide. It
was set up in the plain of Dura in the
province of Babylon. Many feel that this
was a place six miles southeast of
32

Babylon.
Archeolog ists have found a
large square in a mound in that plain 45
ft. on a side and 20 ft. high.
Some
believe this was the foundation of this
very image. The image was to be wor
shiped.
Upon the completion of the monstrous
monument, Nebuchadnezzar assembled all
the people together for a dedication
(3:2,3). He summoned the princes, the
governors, the captains, the judges, the
treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the province.
No
doubt severa I hundred officers were
present dressed in their finest uniforms
designating respective provinces and the
rank of each.
Once assembled, verse 4 tells us, a
herald cried aloud, 11 0 people, nations
and languages ... 11 The placing together of
these three words denotes all the nations
and expresses the sense that no one in
the whole world would be exempt from the
command. At the sound of music every
one was to bow down and worship {3: 5).
An elaborate orchestra was present--a
Babylonian philharmonic orchestra.
Failure to obey meant the furnace
(3:6). The story implies that the furnace
was nearby.
What little evidence exists
suggests the furnace was upright in form
with a large opening at the top in which
material could be placed.
There was a
smaller opening at the bottom from which
the material could be removed.
Similar
ovens used for the execution of criminals
have been found in Persia. Verse 7 says
that when the instruments blew the people
bowed, making a sea of bent backs before
the awesome image, and also making the
three who did not bow very conspicuous.
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This was their hard time,
going to get worse.
11.

Three charges were made against
the Hebrews:
( 1) they showed no
regard or respect for Nebuchadnez
zar. This accusation was, of course,
false. Their refusal was not an act
of disloyalty toward Nebuchadnezzar,
but of loyalty to their God; (2) they
did not serve Nebuchadnezzar's god.
This was more than merely a religious
difference.
The ancients believed
that a king's god gave him victory.
To challenge Nebuchadnezzar's god,
therefore, was to challenge Nebuchad
nezzar himself, and raise questions
about the political integrity of the
three accused; ( 3) they did not wor
ship the golden image.

but it's

The three refused to worship the image
(3:8-18).

. The text does not say that at this
point_ the three refused to bow, but the
remainder of the story clearly indicates
~hat _this is what happened. No indication
1s ~1~en as to when the three made the
dec1ston, whether at the moment the music
began to play or beforehand.
A.

The three were accused ( 3: 8-1 2).
Daniel 3: 8 says the three Hebrew
children were accused.
The Hebrew
word "accused" literally means "to eat
t~e pieces of, 11 hence, 11 to devour
p1eceme~I."
It is a vivid idiomatic
expression meaning "to denounce." It
con_notes slander and malicious accusation, to devour the accused
.
by piece.
piece
The accusers referred to the
~hre~ as llJews" (cf. vs. 12). The
implication is that the nationality of
thes_e t_hr:e was held against them.
Their insistence that the king be
made aware that the disobedient ones
;~re Jews suggested that Daniel his
;•~nd~ and probably other Judeans
a
een the objects of jealousy
be:ore, ~erhaps because they had re
c,e1ved higher academic honors or at
east had O bt
·
.
'
. amed
higher
positions
f
a ter graduation.

B.

The three were abused ( 3: 1 2).
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C.

The three refused ( 3: 13-18).
Nebuchadnezzar
was
furious.
Verse 13 says, "In rage and fury"
Nebuchadnezzar commanded that the
three be brought before him. Control
ling himself he asked, "Is it true?"
It was difficult for Nebuchadnezzar to
believe that anyone for any reason
would refuse to obey his command.
Apparently they indicated they had a
reason.
Nebuchadnezzar
was
stunned.
These were among his choice ser
vants. Calming down even more, he
gave th_em another chance emphasizing
the seriousness of the consequences if
they continued to refuse to obey his
command. They replied, 11 We have no
need to answer you in this matter"
(vs. 16~ .. This is not arrogance, but
an adm1ss1on of guilt. They had no
need of to answer because they had
35

nothing to say in the way of denial.
They had refused to bow to the
image.
They further said, 11 If that is
the case, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us 11 (vs. 17).
Then
they added, 11 But if not ... 11 (vs. 18).
The characteristic these three mani
fested was dogged determination and
faith
in God regardless of what
happened to them.

GOD AND MY HARD TIMES
Daniel 3: 19-30

Life is like a highway.
Sometimes it is
smooth and sometimes it is rough.
Away from
God it can be tough, very tough.
But it can
also get bumpy when you're trying to serve the
Lord.
It's then you want to know, "Where is
God now that I need Him?" The story in Daniel
3 gives us the answer to that question.

Conclusion:
I.
When times get tough a believer must have
a faith that believes and obeys God regardless
or despite the circumstances and the consequences.

The three
(3:19-23).
A.

were

thrown

into

a

furnace

The three were faithful.
In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar, a
proud puffed up man, built a high
statue and commanded everyone to
worship it.
Three Hebrew children
knew they would not.
That was
remarkable. The whole Hebrew nation
had fallen into idol worship.
That
was the reason God had allowed it to
be conquered. That's the very reason
these three were in Babylon instead
of ~erusalem. Furthermore, the entire
nation of Babylon was steeped in idol
worship.
All the leaders were in a
high open field bowing down before
the latest version.
But these three
:-"ere examples of the truth that when
1n Rome one ought to do as the
Romans ought to do.

B.
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Nebuchadnezzar was furious.
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When Nebuchadnezar found out
that these three would not worship
his image he was furious (cf. vs.
13).
After he brought them in and
they continued to refuse to worship,
he was "full of fury" (vs. 19).
His
anger knew no bounds.
He was con
trolled by it instead of him control
ling it.
C.

The result was the furnace.
Verse 20 says that Nebuchadnez
zar commanded the mighty men to
bind the three and cast them into the
furnace.
These strong men were
probably Nebuchadnezzar's personal
body guards. When these mighty men
threw the three Hebrew children into
the fiery furnace they were con
sumed. The fire was so hot and the
heat so intense that when the mighty
men got near it they dropped in their
tracks,
perhaps
becoming
human
torches. The price of Nebuchadnez
zar1s rage was the loss of capable
men.
The three Hebrew children had
faced Nebuchadnezzar•s fury and now
faced the furnace. Verse 23 says that
they fell down bound in the furnace.
The soldiers died outside the furnace
where there was no fire, while God's
children fell down inside the furnace
where there was fire.
Pardon the
pun, but obeying God can get you
into a hot spot!
These three men
were faithful and found themselves in
a furnace.
Where is God when we
are facing a furnace?
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11.

The three were preserved in the furnace
(3:24-27).
In contrast to the soldiers, the three
Hebrew children
were
not
consumed.
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished. Appar
ently, he walked with the soldiers to the
furnace
but sat a safe distance away
1
from it where he could see inside it.
When he saw the men consumed and the
three lying unhurt and unharmed_, he ~as
astonished.
But the most shocking thing
of all was that there were four in the
furnace instead of three.
He wanted a
confirmation so he asked the counselors
how many had been thrown in the fur
nace.
Could a fourth somehow have been
included without his knowing it?
They
assured him that only three had been
tossed in the furnace.
The form of the fourth person in the
furnace was Ii ke unto the Son of God.
Nebuchadnezzar thought it was an angel
(cf. 3: 28).
This was, no doubt, the
pre-incarnate Christ.
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged
that
they were servants of the most high God
and called them out.
He does not call
their God the only true God, but only the
most high God, the chief of gods.
He
was not disavowing his own deities. He
was acknowledging the power of their
God.
The people were consumed with
curiosity.
As they examined the three,
they confirmed the miracle.
The bodies
of the three Hebrew children were not
burned, their hair was not singed, their
clothes were not charred; they didn't
even show a black mark from smoke or
soot, nor did they even have the smell of
smoke!
The only thing damaged in the
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fire was the king's ropes.
God had
protected them.
In fairness it ought to
be said that He sometimes does not (cf.
Heb. 11:32-40), but He does promise to
be with us in the furnace.
Ill.

The three were promoted (3:28-30).
In the face of this stupendous
miracle and in the presence of dignitar
ies'. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that
their God had delivered them.
He had
!earned a great lesson since his statement
in verse 15.
In light of their commitment to their
God, Nebuchadnezzar commended them.
The king also issued a decree that
no one could speak anything against this
God. He at least demonstrated respect
and reverence for the God of the three
Hebre'."1 childr_en. That is not to say he
worshipped Hrm, nor did he direct the
people. to worship Him, but he was forced
to admit God 1s existence, even though he
had not yet met Him.
Though the specifics are not given
Nebuchadnezzar
promoted
the
thre'
Hebre~ children.
It may have been :
promotion_ to_ a higher posi- tion, or an
increase in financial income, but whatever
the case, the point is God promotes.

Conclusion:
When you're on a hard
t
h
b
road and a k "Wh
.
'
oug ,
umpy
R
b
s ,
ere is God when I need Him7"
emem er.
If you trust God regard less of the
consequences, He will be with
H
.
deliver you
H
. 11
you.
e will
you faithfuli see w1
always bless you. When
the world is yagai~v~ the Lord you will discover
s you and God is with you.
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WHY THE FURNACE IN YOUR LIFE?
Daniel 3:19-30
The book of Daniel is a book of prophecy.
It contains prophetic dreams, day visions and
discourses.
In Matthew 24: 1 5, Jesus called
Daniel a prophet.
Yet the book of Daniel contains historical
material as well as prophetical materia I. Why is
the historical narrative in Daniel?
Normally,
historical material is given to relate historical
events in chronological order, but not in Dan
iel.
The historical material is not in chron
ological order. There must be another purpose.
For example, why is the story of the fiery
furnace recorded in Daniel? Why is a historical
narrative in a prophetical book?
What does a
90 ft. image, persistant tenacious faith and a
fiery furnace have to do with prophecy?
Maybe you have asked a similar question.
Why is the furnace in my life? Why the inter
ruption, intrusion and interference? Why the
fire and the furnace?
Why the adversary and
the accident? Why the setback and suffering?
I.

Daniel 3 is a picture of the Jews in the
Tribulation.
Many commentators have suggested
that Daniel 3 is a picture of the Jews
during the future Tribulation
Period.
For example, Dr. J. Vernon McGee says
"This chapter is historic in content and
seerr:iingly out of place in the account of
~aniel and his prophecies.
However, it
1s an adumbration of the period of the
Great Tribulation. 11
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If Daniel 3 is a picture, what are
the items in the picture and what do they
represent? To begin with, Nebuchadnez
zar is a picture of the Antichrist.
The Jews ruled in Palestine until the
captivity.
Because of their idolatry God
allowed Nebuchadnezzar to conquer them.
That event began the times of the Gen
tiles (cf. Luke 21 :24).
Nebuchadnezzar
not only ruled over Israel, but also the
whole world.
Likewise, there wil I come a
time when another Gentile ruler will rule
the world. During the Tribulation the
Antichrist will rule over the world and
make a covenant with Israel.
The three Hebrew children represent
the Jewish remnant.
There has always
been a remnant (Isa. 1 : 7-9). There is a
remnant now (Rom. 11:5) and there will
be one later {Rev. 7: 4, 1 4) .
The image represents the Abomina.
tion
of
~esolation.
Nebuchadnezzar
erected an image to be worshipped and
thus~ at the beginning of the times of the
Gen~lles, an enforced state religion in
volvin~ t~e worship of a manmade image
was inst1tut~d.
This same phenomena
appears again periodically:
in Roman
em~eror worship,
in Japanese Shinto
shr1.nes and. the Soviet veneration of
L~ntn. .It will make a final appearance in
history. in the Tribulation Period.
Jesus
called ,t the Abomination of Desolation
The furnace represents the suff ..
of .the T ri·b u Ia.t·,on. Jesus warned er1ng
that
during the Tribulation
th
.
ere would be
great suffering
(cf.
Matt.
24 · 21-24)
John concurs (cf. Rev. 13:15-18) .
.
The d e 1·•~erance represents•
God's
~~tet~~~~ of Hts serv~nts. God protected
Hebrew children in the fiery

f
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furnace.
In a similar fashion, God will
protect the 144,000 during the Tribulation
(cf. Rev. 7:2,3).
The death of the guards represents
the judgment of Israel's enemies.
In
Daniel 3, those who tossed the three into
the fiery furnace were themselves con
sumed by the fire.
During the Tribula
tion those who persecute Israel will be
punished.
Revelation 4-19 itemizes the
judgment of God on the nations
Conclusion:
The three Hebrew children
were tossed into the furnace because they
refused to worship the image.
Perhaps
God allowed that to happen so He could
use it as an illustration.
If so, they got
into the furnace not because they had
done anything wrong, but because God
had a purpose beyond them.

11 •

God may allow you to go through a
furnace to accomplish His will beyond
you.
A.

You will face a fiery furnace.
We have discussed the furnace in
Daniel 3, and now let 1s discuss the
furnace in your life. There will be a
furnace of fire in your life.
Peter
says, 11 Do not think it strange" ( I
Pet. 4: 12). The furnace is coming so
you might as well get ready.
God
chastens us, Satan afflicts us and the
world torments us.
You may not be
beheaded ,
but
you
w i 11
face
a
furnace.
It may be an accusation or
an a~fliction.
It may be spiritual or
physical, but get ready--i t's coming.
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B.

To accomplish His will in you.
Sometimes God allows you to be
pitched into the furnace in order to
accomplish something in you.
Daniel
3: 20 says they were bound and cast
into the furnace.
Yet verse 25 says
they were walking in the furnace.
The bands of the three had been
removed, apparently consumed by the
fire.
God had permitted the fire to
bring only benefit to His servants
(cf. VS. 27).
The furnace burns off what
binds us. The fire burns the bands
of sin.
The flames destroy selfrighteousness,
self-confidence
and
self-justification.
The heat melts a
hard heart. God permits the fury of
the fire to rage against us in order
to purify us .
Just as a goldsmith
puts his precious metal into the fire
to separate it from the dross, when
God throws us into the furnace it is
because He wants pure gold.
His
purpose is to purify.

C.

To accomplish His will beyond us.
If Daniel 3 was included to be a
pic_ture of the Jews during the Tribu
lation_. then the three had to go into
the fiery furnace, not to accomplish
something for them, but beyond them.
In order to give us an illustration
God put them in the furnace.
It wa~
not only for-them, but it was for us
(cf. II Cor. 1:3-6).

Conclusion:
The furnace in your life may be there to
accomplish something for you or beyond you.

44

THE GREATEST LESSON IN LIFE
Daniel 4: 1-18

Life is a school, you are the student, God
is the principal and there are many teachers.
There are also a multitude of co':lrses . and a
host of lessons. There is a sense in wh 1ch the
school of life has graduates (you've heard
people say they graduated from the 11 ~chool. of
hard knocks").
Yet there is a sense in which
you never finish school.
A graduate from the
basics gets enrolled immediately into graduate
school.
Through the years all of us have learned
lessons from Iife, but I want to share with you
in this study what I believe is one of the
greatest lessons of life.
If it is not the
greatest, then it is certainly one of The
greatest lessons a person can learn.

I.

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream (4:4,5).
A.

He was
ity.

living in peace and prosper

Daniel 4: 4 says Nebuchadnezzar
was "at rest in my house. 11
He then
adds, "and flourishing in my palace. 11
The thought is that he was at rest in
his private life and prosperous in his
official capacity as king.
Peace at
home and prosperity at work!
What
more could a man want, especially
considering that the prosperity at
work meant he was king over the
empire that extended over most of the
world. That's what every man dreams
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they

couldn't and point to. ver_se 18 to
·t
Whatever view IS right, the
prove 1 •
t
o
point is that Nebuchadnezzar go . n
satisfaction from the wisemen.
You think
he would have learned back in chapter 2.

of and strives toward.
But with all
of his blessings he had a problem. He
did not know God.
He knew about
God, but he didn't know God.
8.

He had a dream.

111.
In the midst of his peace, plenty
and prosperity Nebuchadnezzar had a
dream. The dream made him intense
ly afraid.
The more he thought
about the dream the more fearful he
became.
The word translated "trou
bled"
in verse 5 literally means
"terrified."
It refers to extreme
terror and fright.

11.

Nebuchadnezzar told
wisemen ( 4: 6, 7).

the

dream

to

A.

t o Id

Dani. el

the

dream

Nebuchadnezzar called Daniel.
Finally, Daniel arrive? o~ t~e
scene.
Nebuchadnezzar said,
... 1~
him is the Spirit of the Holy God .. .
(4:8).
Some say that "God" used
here is plural and thus the phrase
only means that dreams are reveal~d
by "gods. 11 Others contend that. th~s
should be translated "God" and indi
cates that Nebuchadnezzar compre
hended the nature of Daniel I s God.
The use of the word "holy" supports
this view.

the

Nebuchadnezzar called the wisemen.
Do you get the feeling that we have been
here before? In Daniel 2 Nebuchadnezzar
had a dream and called for the wisemen to
g_ive him the dream and the interpreta
tion.
They could do neither.
Now he
~alls. them again.
Can you imagine what
1s going to happen?
I'd
Based on past performance,
guess Nebuchadnezzar will demand the
dream and the interpretation. That's not
exactly right, but it's close.
This time
he tells the dream and only asks for the
interpretation.
~e tell~ them the dream, but they
tell him nothing. There is a debate as to
whether they could and wouldn't or
w~ether they just could not.
Those who
think they could have say they didn't
because they didn't want to be the ones
to tell him the bad news. Others contend

46

Nebuchadnezzar
(4:8-18).

B.

Nebuchadnezzar
dream.

told

Daniel

the

In his dream, Nebuchadnezzar
saw a great towering tree planted in
the middle of the earth. Even though
the tree was already high, it con
tinued to grow and grew stronger,
higher and more extensive until it
reached the heavens and the end of
the earth.
It had beautiful foliage
and abundant fruit which was food
for birds and beasts.
But suddenly
an angel appears. To unnamed listen
ers, he orders the destruction of the
tree.
The stump is to be left and a
band of iron and brass put around it.
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All of a sudden, in verse 15, the text
says, 11 let him. 11 The subject changes
from a tree to a person. The stump,
i.e., a man, becomes a beast.
Seven
times (which could be years, months,
weeks, days or hours) shall pass
over him (4:16).
The angel also
announces that the purpose and point
of the dream is that the living may
know there is one higher than humans
who rules supremely in the world.
God rules the world and He gives to
whomsoever He wills.

INSANITY CAN BE A BLESSING
Daniel 4:1-3;19-37

Authors and playwriters sometimes use a
technique of giving the conclusion first and
then flashing back to the beginning.
That's
the method in Daniel 4. In that chapter, Neb
uchadnezzar tells his story, but he starts with
the conclusion which was a decree he issued.
Then he gives the details in chronological
order.

Conclusion:

I.
One of the greatest, if not the greatest
lesson a person can learn in life is that God
rules sovereignly and supremely in the uni
verse. Let God be God.
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Nebuchadnezzar
(4:4,5,30}.

was

a

proud

man

Nebuchadnezzar
uses
the
first
person ( 1, me. mine) eight times in two
verses (4:4,5).
It is used 22 times in
the entire chapter. In chapter 2, God
gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream of a great
image in which he was the head of gold.
The next thing we read in the very next
chapter is that he made an image--all of
gold. That was Nebuchadnezzar.
He was
self-absorbed.
A year after the events of this
chapter, Nebuchadnezzar was still talking
about how great he was (cf. 4:29,30).
The Hebrew text of verse 29 indicates
that he was walking on the flat roof of
his palace viewing the city and voicing to
those around him his accomplishments.
As he walked and talked, he was looking
at a splendid city and a fine structure
which he had built.
Humanly speaking, there was every
reason why he should be taking pride in
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Babylon.
The size and splendor of
Babylon was spectacular.
It was one of
the largest and finest cities in the world.
Finding satisfaction in a job well
done is certainly legitimate, but Neb
uchadnezzar's response was different. He
spoke with a self-glorifying arrogance
that amounted to the defiance of God (cf.
4; 30}.
We all suffer from the sin of
pride.
We are proud of face, lace, race
and place.
II.

God humbled Nebuchadnezzar (4:4-33).
A.

He

gave

Nebuchadnezzar

a

dream

(4:4-18).
God
gave
Nebuchadnezzar
a
dream which featured a great growing
tree. The tree grew until it reached
the heavens and was visible to the
whole earth.
It was beautiful and
fruitful.
It protected the beasts of
the field and lodged the birds of the
air.
Then abruptly, and without
warning, an angel issued a command
for the destruction of the tree.
The
charge was to hew down the tree, cut
off the branches,
strip off the
leaves, scatter its fruit and drive
away the beasts and birds.
Complete
destruction--almost!
The stump and
roots were not to be uprooted.
The
angel also interpreted the dream, at
least in part, showing that the tree
represented a person (4:15) whose
mind would be like that of a beast for
a time.
His concluding message was
that the Most High ruled sovereignly
and supremely.

8.

GO d g ave
(4:19-27).

Daniel

the

interpretation

When
Daniel
first
heard
the
dream he was astonished for. one hour
( 4: 19). An accurate translation would
be
uhe
was
stricken
dumb
for
awhile. u Daniel knew what the dream
meant so he diplomatically suggested
that he wished it applied ~o ~eb~
chadnezza r's enemies.
~ut it. drdn t.
Daniel explained that Just like the
tree in the dream the king had
grown,
had
become
strong,
had
grown great and reached the heavens
with his dominion to the ends of the
earth.
Likewise, as the tree was cut
down
so Nebuchadnezzar would be
humbled. He would be like the b~asts
of the field living in the open with a
minimum of shelter, and he would eat
like an animal.
This would happen until seven
times would pass over.
Most inter
pret the
"seven times"
as . seven
years.
He was to undergo this e~
perience until he learned th~t God 1s
sovereign (4:25) .
After this exper
ience he would know the heavens
rule.
Daniel concluded with some
counsel.
"Break off your sin and
replace it with righteousness."
More
specifically,
"replace iniquity
with
showing mercy to the poor."
In all
of his building projects, Nebuchad
nezzar
had
probably
shown
little
consideration
for
the
workers.
Hundreds
probably
died
in
the
extreme heat and difficult conditions.

so
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C.

God gave
(4:28-33).

Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar did not listen to
Daniel.
A year passed and he was
still intoxicated with pride. He was
still talking about "my" power and
"my" honor. He describes himself as
the center of his kingdom and his
glory. Because of his pride, wicked
ness and refusal to repent, judgment
fell. It was no human instrument. A
voice came from heaven.
That alone
must have stricken terror in his
heart.
The transition from sanity to
insanity was immediate.
It all hap
pened while he was on the roof.
He
was not only removed from office, but
he was also removed away from men.
.His hair grew like eagle's feathers,
1.e., neglected and matted.
Nebuchadnezzar's
insanity
was
supernaturally imposed, but the same
type
insan_ity has occurred apart
from direct divine intervention.
The
malady in which a man regards him
self ~s a beast is called zoanthropy.
Or, in the case of one who thinks
himself a wolf, lycanthropy.
Or, of
an o?<~ boanthropy. A person in this
~ond1_t10~ remains somewhat unchanged
in his inner consciousness,
but his
outward behavior is irrational.

o:

I II .

Nebuchadnezzar looked up and spoke out
(4:34-37; 1-3).
A.

looked inward and downward, but now
he looked up. When he looked to God
his
understanding
returned.
He
praises the "Most High" (4:34}.
What
effect this had on his belief in other
deities is not stated, but this at least
suggests
the
possibility
that
he
placed true faith in the God of Israel.
He definitely ackowledges Daniel'_s God
as the omnipotent eternal sovereign of
the
universe.
Furthermore,
he
admits that man is nothing ( 4: 35).
He apparently included himself.. As a
result of his repentance, the kingdom
was restored to him (4:36).

insanity

B.

He broadcast God's name ( 4: 1-3).
Nebuchadnezzar not only bowed
before God, he broadcast His name in
all the earth.
In a decree addressed
to all the inhabitants of the earth, he
told what God had done for him. He
also acknowledged that God's kingdom
is eternal.

Conclusion:
God judges proud men that they might be
humbled.
This chapter emphasizes again that
God is sovereign and supreme in the universe.
We ought to acknowledge His sovereignty and
grace.
If we do not humble ourselves before
Him, He will judge our pride and make us
humble.

He bowed (4:34-37).
After seven years Nebuchadnez
zar responded. He looked up. He had
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He was imminently and pre-immi
nently successful, but he was also
boastful.
Daniel 4: 30 records his
boast. His construction and conquests
were points of pride.

GOD IS AFTER YOU
Daniel 2-4
C.
The Bible pictures man running away from
God. When Adam sinned he hid himself. But the
Bible also portrays God running after man. God
comes in the cool of the day saying, "Adam,
wher e are you? 11 Know it or not believe it or
not , li ke it or not, God is afte~ you.
How,
t hen, does He come after a person?
I.

This successful, boastful mon
arch was also sinful.
A look at him
in and beyond the book of Daniel
reveals that.
He was a cruel and
violent man.
In Daniel 2 he threatened to
butcher an entire class of men simply
because they could not tell him a
dream which he said he had forgot
ten. In chapter 3 he heated a furnace
seven times hotter than usual for the
roasting of three young men who
refused to bow before his image.
In
Jeremiah
29,
the prophet
names two Jews whom Nebuchadnezzar
roasted in a fire.
In 11 Kings 25,
Nebuchadnezzar had King Zedekiah's
son slain before him and then had the
king's eyes put out.
The last thing
King Zedekiah saw was the death of
his son.

Nebuc_hadnezzar was the powerful, boast
ful, sinful king of Babylon.
A.

Powerful
Nebuchadnezzar began as a petty
chieftan, but he was destined to
b~come_ one of the most powerful
king~ in the history of the world. As
a . tribal chieftan he united different
tribes. Then he began to march. He
took ove: the Assyrian empire, then
the ~yr,an empire, and then the
Egyptian empire. He ended up ruling
the then known world.
11.

B.

Boastful
After Nebuchadnezzar conquered
the world he returned to Babylon. He
enlarged and enhanced
the city.
Walls,_ temples and palaces were raised
~t his command.
His construction
inc_luded the famed hanging gardens
;hhrch the Greeks considered one of
e seven wonders of the world.
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Sinful

God reveals Himself to sinners through
the Scripture, saints and suffering.
A.

Scripture
God set out to reveal Himself to
this powerful proud potentate.
The
first thing He did was to give Him a
dream (cf. 2: 1, 28). In the Old Testa
ment God communicated
to people
through dreams.
Today, He speaks
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through His Word about His Son
(Heb. 1 : 1).
Nebuchadnezzar didn't get the
message.
He didn't understand the
dream (2:3}. Daniel had to explain it
to him (2:27,28).
Even when Nebu
chadnezzar understood the dream and
some things about God, he still did
not get saved (cf. 2: 46, 4 7).
Like
wise, some today understand some
things in the Bible, and even some
things about God, but they do not
worship Him.
B.

Saints
When the dream did not totally
bring Nebuchadnezzar to the Lord,
God designed a miracle for him, an
experience he could never forget. In
chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar erected a
90 ft. image and assembled all the
leaders who were to bow down and
worship it. God had His men in the
crowd who were not about to bow
down to any image or idol.
When all
the others bowed, these three stood
out Ji ke a giant among midgets.
That' s one of the ways God
He sends one of
speaks to people.
His servants along to live before
them.
You can tell there is some
th_ing different about this person--he
sticks out, he is a saint.
In Nebuchadnezzar's case, there
was more. When he saw their refusal
to bow, he was furious, so he com
manded that they be pitched into a
furnace heated seven times hotter
than norm~I. God then had a powerful
demonstration to deliver to Nebuchad56

nezzar.
These three would not bow
and they could not burn.
God_ mani
fested
His
power
by
working
a
miracle, not only to protect His own,
but to punish Nebuchadnezzar.. But
that didn't work either. The miracu
lous usually does not produce conv~r
sions.
They only attract attention
and give evidence of God's power. If
you will not believe God's Wo:d, you
will not believe if you see a miracle.

C.

Suffering
God set out to reveal Himself to
Nebuchadnezzar.
He gave him a
dream, a testimony and even a mir
acle.
None of that worked, so God
spoke again; this time in judgment.
In Daniel 4, God again gave
Nebuchadnezzar a dream he did not
fully understand. Again, the wisemen
could not explain it and Daniel could.
It was a prophecy and a prediction of
judgment to come on Nebuchadnezzar
in the form of suffering insanity.
Sometimes
God
speaks
to sinners
through suffering.
Nebuchadnezzar finally got the
message (cf. 4: 2 ,34).
He blessed
and praised the Most High.
I believe
Nebuchadnezzar placed his faith in
God.

Conclusion:
God reveals Himself to sinners through the
Scripture, one of His servants. and through
suffering. God has spoken. Are you listening?
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THE GREATEST MISTAKE YOU CAN MAKE

Daniel 5: 1-4

I have made a few mistakes in my life .
Once, while driving, I zigged when I shoul d
have zagged and landed in a ditch. On another
occasion I put the wrong sermon in my brief
case when going to preach. I have also avoided
A g ood friend once told me never t o
a few.
beat my wi fe, shoot a policeman or fail to fil e
my income ta x return.
By looking at the mis 
takes of other s , we can avoid them ourselves.
Daniel 5 records the story of a person wh o
committed the worse mistake a person can make .
By looking at his mistake you can avoid making
it yourself .
I.

Bels ha zzar the king made a great feast.
A.

Bel shazzar was the grandson of Nebu 
chadn ezzar.
Daniel 5: 1 begins, 11 Belshazza r
t he ki ng made a great feast. 11
Thi s
is the first time he is mentioned in
t he book.
Where did he come from ?
Just exactl y who is he? Verse 1 says
he was a king. Verse 2 says he wa s
Those
t he son of Nebuchadnezzar.
statements have created a great dea l
of controversy. Many have questioned
h is being the son of Nebuchadnezzar,
and if indeed he was the king of
Babylon.
This problem has been
called the most complicated problem i n
t he entire book. Let me explain.
Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jeru-

salem in 606 B.C.
He died _in 562
He was succeeded by his son,
8 c
A~ei-Marduk, who ruled only two
years (562-560 8. C. _). Amer-M~rduke
was murdered by his brother-in-la~,
Neriglassar, who was enthroned ,n
August of 560 8. C. Neriglassar ruled
from 560-556 B. C.
When he died he
was succeeded by his young son,
Ladoski-Marduk, who was assasinat_ed
the same year.
One of the conspir
ators, Nabonidus, seized the thro~e.
He ruled from 556-539 B. C.
Technic
cally
he was the king when the
Mede~ conquered the Babylonians.
Now as you can see, Belshazzar
was not Nebuchadnezzar's son.
So
how can the Bible call him Nebuchad
nezzar's son?
There are three possible an
swers.
One
is
that
Belshazzar's
father ( Nabonidus) married Nebuchad
nezzar's widow who had a son by
Nebuchadnezzar.
Nabonidus
could
have adopted this son in order to
strengthen his hold on the throne.
All of this, of course, is conjecture.
The second possibility is that
Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebu
chadnezzar.
Neither Hebrew or Chal
dean has any word for grandfather or
grandson.
Forefathers
a re
called
fathers or father's father,
but a
single grandfather or forefather is
never called father's father.
He is
referred to as father only.
As a
matter of fact, David is spoken of as
the father of Jesus ( Luke 1: 31-32).
Furthermore, evidence has been
found that indicates a successor on a
royal throne could be called the "son"
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of the predecessor when no blood
relation exists.
The point is that Daniel 5: 2 calls
Belshazzar the son of Nebuchadnez
zar, but the Hebrew word "son" can
mean that he was Nebuchadnezzar's
grandson, as history reveals he was.
8.

He made a feast.
Daniel 5: 1 says Belshazzar made
a great feast for 1,000 of his lords
That is ~ot unusual or unbelievable:
One ancient authority says that as
many as 15,000 men dined daily from
the table of one Persian king.

11.

Belshazzar made a great mistake.
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He let liquor control him.
Daniel 5: 1 says belshazzar made
a great feast.
Verse 2 indicates_ he
made a great mistake.
For one thing,
he let liquor control him.
Verse 2
says, "While he tasted the wine .... 11
That implies that without the wine he
would never have committed the sac
religious act that he did.

He was king.
But what about Belshazzar being
king?
He was technically not the
king, his father was.
The answer is
that Nabonidus was absent from the
capital for extended periods of time.
He maintained a separate royal resi 
dence at Terna in Arabia, southeast of
Edom. In one period he did not visit
Babylon for 14 years.
Belshazzar
his eldest son, was made co-regent
to serve as king while he was away
for these long periods of time.
So, the _text is correct in calling
Belshazzar king.
That also explains
verse 29.
Belshazzar made Daniel
third ruler in the realm because even
though he was king, he was only
second in command.

C.

A.

B.

He let lust control him.
Daniel 5: 2 says he took the
Temple vessels so that the king, his
princes, his wives and his concubines
might drink from them. The presence
of women at such banquets was norm
ally forbidden. It probably indicates
that the moral restraints were relaxed
under the influence of alcohol.
Bel
shazzar's lust was controlling him.

C.

He let lunacy control him.
Webster defines ''lunacy" as "one
who is insane," or "one who is utter
ly foolish," or "to speak of one who
is on the lunatic fringe, 11 meaning he
is foolishly extreme.
Belshazzar was
a lunatic spiritually.
He was not
insane like Nebuchadnezzar; he was
utterly foolish--foolish
in the ex
treme.
Let me explain.
Belshazzar commanded that they
bring the Jerusalem Temple vessels to
him.
These were the holy religious
vessels taken by Nebuchadnezzar from
Jerusalem 50 years before (cf. Dan.
1 : 2).
The imp Iication is that these
vessels had been brought to Babylon,
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but that they had not been used.
If
that is the case, these vessels had
remained sacred and set apart in
Babylon for half a century.
As tro
phies of war they may have been
placed in a museum or sacred shrine.
But
Belshazzar took
these
holy,
sacred, venerated vessels and drank
wine from them at a party that was a
drunken orgy. But that was not the
worst part. Verse 4 says they drank
wine and praised the gods of gold.
In other words, they drank from the
vessels of Jehovah to glorify their
gods.
Drinking wine from a holy
vessel is sacreligious.
Praising idols
at the same time was an act of deli
berate defiance of God.

Conclusion:
The greatest mistake a person can make,
yea the most hedious sin is to knowingly and
openly disobey, defy and degrade God. To let
liquor and lust control you is sinful.
Drunk
enness and immoralities are acts of disobedience
to God.
Idolatry is sinful.
It is an act of
defiance, but to knowingly and openly disobey,
defy and degrade God is the most hedious
mistake you can make.

GOD'S GRAFFITI
Daniel 5:5-31

Suppose you were second in command of
the strongest nation on the earth.
The ruler
left town leaving you in command. While he was
gone the army of the enemy marched into your
country, up to your city, and surrounded it as
if to subdue it. What would you do?
Before you make your final decision, let
me inform you that you are not only second in
command of the strongest nation in the world,
but you're also sitting in the strongest city in
the world, and maybe the strongest city in
history. In the first place, the wall around the
city is 85 ft. high and wide enough for several
chariots to ride side by side across the top.
Furthermore, there is enough food and water to
last for years.
No one has ever defeated the
city and no one really believes that it could be
defeated.
What would you do?
Plan?
Pray?
Or party?
What I have just described is not fiction.
it is history. On the night of October 1 O 539
B.C., the Medes surrounded the city of Baby
lon.
Belshazzar. second in command, knew
that. He was aware that he was in the strong
est city in the world with supplies, according
to some, to last at least 20 years.
So we can
guess what he did.
He threw a party but he
did much more than that.
'
I.

Belshazzar defied God ( 5: 1-4).
Daniel 5:1-4 tells us that Belshazzar
threw a party--a wild party.
There was
wine, women and a wild time, but there
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his thoughts troubled him.
He no
doubt thought of the Persian ar~;
outside.
Could they somehow get in•
He thought of the Judean God.
Was
He going to retalliate? The r~~ults ?f
his thoughts were that the Joints in
his
knees
were
loosed and
they
knocked.
He called the wisemen and promised them lavish clothes, gold neck
laces and even promised to make them
rulers in the kingdom if they could
decifer God's graffiti; but they could
not. His fear increased.

was more.
Belshazzar decided to defy
God. He drank from the holy and sacred
Jewish vessels that had been taken from
the Jewish Temple years before. What he
did was a deliberate act of defiance.
It
was blasphemy.
It would be like having
a drunken orgy in the sanctuary of a
church and using the Lord's table to
mock Christianity.
11.

God severely judged Belshazzar.
A.

God sent him a message on the wall

(5:5-9).

Daniel 5:5 says, 11 1n the same
hour the fingers of a man's hand
appeared. 11
Imagine!
No body, no
ar"!1~, no hand, just the fingers
wrrtrng on the wall!
This was obvi
ously supernatural.
It was God's
graffiti!
Verse 5 also says the fingers
"wrote opposite the lampstand on the
plaster of the wall. 11 The largest room
archeologists
have
uncovered
in
Nebuchadnezzar's palace is about 55
ft. wide and 170 ft. long. Midway in
the wall, opposite the entrance there
is_ a nitch in front of which the king
might well have been seated.
The
wal_l behind this nitch was inter
estrngly
covered
with
white
lime
plaster.
Any dark object would have
stood out distinctly against a white
plastered surface.
Belshazzar was shocked.
His
co~~tenance was changed. Before the
writing appeared, his face had been
:lushed with drink and emotion. Now
it was ashen white. Verse 6 says that
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B.

God sent him a messenger ( 5: 10-28).
The queen suggested that Bel
shazzar call Daniel.
The queen was
probably Nitocris, the daughter of
Nebuchadnezzar and the wife of Nabo
nidus.
She claimed that Daniel had
wisdom and discernment and empha
sized the fact that his father (tech
nically,
grandfather)
made
Dani~I
master. That was 64 years before this
night. She wanted Belshazzar to know
and realize that if Nebuchadnezzar
evaluated this man so highly as to
make him chief, then Belshazzar could
at least summons him to interpret the
writing.
Belshazzar explained the situa
tion to Daniel.
At this point he had
been in Babylon 66 years.
He was
over 80 years of age.
Wise, elderly Daniel began to
speak.
He told Belshazzar he could
keep his gifts and rewards.
The
point is that he would give an unpre
judiced interpretation with no attempt

65

to seek favor.
(Besides, what good
is stock in a bankrupt company? Keep
reading.)
Daniel goes on to explain
that God had given Nebuchadnezzar a
great kingdom, but that he was filled
with pride and God had to humble
him. Of course, Belshazzar knew all
of that (cf. Dan. 5:22). In contrast,
Belshazzar had deliberately desecrated
the vessels of God.
Daniel then explains the finger writing.
It read, 11 MENE, MENE,
11 Mene 11
TEKEL, UPHARSI N. 11
means
"numbered. 11
The repetition was for
emphasis.
God had numbered the
duration of Belshazzar's kingdom, an d
11 Tekel 11
his time was finished.
means
"weighed. 11 God had weighed Belshaz
zar and found him lacking in neces 
sary weight. He was a "lightweight, 11
too light in moral and spiritual worth
to balance out God's standard of
11 Peres"
righteousness.
means "divi 11
11
ded.
( Peres"
is merely another
word for "Upharsin. 11 )
God is going
to divide, i.e., destroy and dissolve
Belshazzar's kingdom.
While Daniel
speaking,
the Persians were
was
pouring into the city.
Man's days are numbered. When
your number is up, you will be
judged.
If you are lacking you wil l
be destroyed.

C.

Isaiah and Jeremiah had predicted the
fall of Babylon (cf. Isa. 13:17-22; 21:
1-10; Jere. 21:33-58), and history
describes it.

Conclusion:
To defy God is to invite swift, sudden and
severe judgment, yet sinners continue in their
pride and pleasure in the face of judgment.
That is an outragious act of irreverence.
Remember, when your number is up and
you are found lacking, you will be destroyed.
Willful and unrepentant sinners are suddenly
judged and punished.

God sent him death (5: 29-31}.
Belshazzar promoted Daniel, bu t
those honors were short-lived and
useless.
The kingdom was about t o
end. That's typical of the honors of
the world. God punished Belshazzar .
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Gubaru
s to rule in h.15 a b sence
everal possible
I ..
been suggested.
Wi so ut,~ns ~a_ve
Darius
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Med
seman 1dent1f1es
Persian. Whitcomb ~ as
Cyrus the
was Darius
Boutfl rgues that Gubaru
Cambyses . th
ower contends that
,
e son of Cy
served under his fath
rus who
Babylon and later
er as ruler over
emperor was D . succeeded him as
"We mu;t wait a~1us. C_riswell says,
,or a final
h owever from the
answer,
eologist.'"
At anspade of the archwhatever his secula~ rate,
Dar!us,
a new administration namHe, orga~1zed
120 princes to rul .
e appointed
realm.
e over the entire

PUNISHMENT FOR DOING RIGHT
Daniel 6:1-10
The Wycliffe Bible Translators are dedi
cated to translating the Scriptures into the
languages of the world.
In order to do that
they travel to the most uncivilized parts of the
earth, live in the most primitive conditions and
work under the most difficult circumstances.
They have to create an alphabet, translate the
language and then teach the natives to read.
For all that service and sacrifice, what is their
reward?
Well, they have on occasion been
praised, and on other occasions they have been
punished. Wycliffe has been falsely accused.
Some of their missionaries have been kidnapped,
and even killed. They have done what is right
and have been punished for it. What do you
do when that happens to you? The passage in
Daniel 6 illustrates what we should do.
I.

over ~~et~~~ pla~ed three presidents
dent had
o~ft~hf ps each presi
Daniel 6·2 tells ,c,as under him.)
"the fir~t "
Th us that Daniel was
translated=·
( 1 ) e.. 0 ~:,~rew( 2 )co~l_d be
The folio ·
,
ftrst. 11
D .
wing verse indicates that
ar1u~ contemplated raising D . I
the first position which
anie to
the better translation here a;sg~~~e:~at
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Daniel was favored (6:1-3).
A.

Darius promoted Daniel (6:1,2).
Chapter 6 begins by saying, "It
pleased
Darius .... 11
That
is
a
problem. The difficulty with Darius
the Mede, is that no one by that
name is known from secular history.
Furthermore, it is well established
that Cyrus captured Babylon and
ruled for nine years.
According to
the Nabonidus chronicle, Cyrus him
self was not with the army the night
Babylon fell. He did not arrive until
18 days later.
He had appointed
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B. Darius preferred Daniel (6:3).
Verse 3 says that D . I
preferred over the princes a;~~ o::~
the other two presidents. H h
lent spirit .which probab y ~:fe~~
. b is surpassing ability to do his
JO •
The result was that D .
thought ; e
.
arius
him
, . . , was planning to elevate

::c~

11 •

f

Daniel was framed (6:4-9).
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A.

meant for this to be
. .
vocable decree
ha bmdmg irre·t·
, so t ey put .
1t in
wr1 mg and got D .
H
.
arius to sign it
ere is a case
h
.
only what was ri
w ere a man did
We think that if ag~a an.d ~as framed.
be rewarded, and t~a~s .right he will
wrong he will be
.
if a man is
that's just not so. punished. Sometimes

His enemies tried to find fault (6:4).
Daniel 6: 4 says the presidents
and princes sought to find an occa
sion against Daniel.
Imagine! . Here
is a sincere, successful man with an
excellent spirit and they are tryi_ng to
find something wrong.
The price of
prominence is to have people pick you
apart. Whether you are the chairman
of a committee, the head of a company
or the president of the country, if
you are prominent you will be criti
cized.
The more prominent and suc
cessful you are, the more you will be
despised. Goodness is no deterrant.

8.

111.

Daniel was faithful (6:10).

A.

.
When Daniel discovered th
ister plot against him h
e sin
exposed them
or
e could have
decided
to 'fi ht he c~ul d have
cunning craft w?th
cfunn,ng
with
,
era t or he
Id
h ave made
excuses like '11
•
cou
praying for 30 da
,
I will cease
11
in secret II or
_or, "I will pray
bly. 11
'
'
will pray inaudi-

They could not find a flaw or a fault
(6:4).
They failed.
They could not
find a flaw or a fault.
They first
tried to find grounds for charges in
connection with his work. Then they
looked for something he did not do.
Daniel was without guilt both in the
way he did things and in not neglect
ing the matters that should be done.
Imagine 122 people trying to find
something wrong with you and failing!

C.

They framed him ( 6: 5-9}.
Since they could find no fault,
they concocted a plot to trap him.
Verse 5 says they concluded that the
only way to figure out how they could
get at him was concerning his spirit
ual
convictions.
Their
plot
was
simple.
They wanted to make Darius
god for a month (cf. vs. 7).
They
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Daniel did not make excuses.

rt·

8.

Daniel was faithful.
Daniel prayed
h
before
Th.
as
e had done
.
is was not a sh
d
c?rtainly not hypocrit' ,ow an was
It was
s1mpl
ica ·

::~::ft~i~~~~r~~rf~~ic~f
I

e.

h:~s c~:i:::~~

Conclusion·
When Daniel was f
B~t even though he wa avore~ he was framed.
faithful.
The lesson i s punished he remained
framed, just be faithfui5 s~ple:
~hen. you are
not run or retalliate
Do o wh_at
right. Do
was never tainted by. h' t~hat is right. Daniel
1s 1mes.

I:
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find nothing else to use against him,
so they used his discipline and dedi
cation to the Lord.
They convinced
the king that he should sign a decree
declaring that for 30 days no one
should pray to anyone but him.
The
penalty for violation was to be fed to
the lions.
As
soon as the decree was
signed and sealed, these men sta
tioned
themselves
outside
Daniel's
window. Then they raced to the roya I
palace, ran in before the king and
reminded him of the decree.
When
the king acknowledged the decree had
been signed and that it would not be
changed, they rehearsed Daniel's act
ivities before him.
When the king
heard he was "greatly displeased with
himself. 11
They reminded the king
that no law of the Medes and Persians
could be changed.
No human hand
could interfere, not even the king
himself. According to Oriental custom,
the execution of the sentence had to
be carried out on the evening of the
day on which the accusation was
made.

LE A MAJOR CRISIS
HOW TO HAND
Daniel 6:10-28
.
·n through a jungle.
Life can be l1_ke awa~;ll~traveled trail, t~e
Sometimes there . is
the music of birds. in
warmth of the bright sun l'fe can be fun, like
the trees.
The ju~gl~ o in' the trees.
Jungle
seeing monkeys swing1~g and rough' like when
life can also
tou~ ust thick underbrush.
there is no trail, _but l
I o be dangerous.
Life in the Jungle can da sand lions not in
·n the woo s
.
There are b ears I
a lion you realize
cages.
When you ~ome upon h life can be.
It
how hazardous walking th:i~g how to handle a
.IS then you need
. . to
crisis, a major crisis.

f

?e

I.

Daniel was faithful (6:10-15).
A.

He faithful I Y
day.

prayed

Daniel faithfully
day He did it
.
t1~es a_ wi~dow open.
w1 th his
so he could be seen.
I. te was warm and
c 1ma
h
left open much of t e

three

times

a

_prayed thbree
in his cham er
That was ~ot
The Babylonian
.
re
windows we
for ventyear

ilation.
·t·
was
A man in Daniel's posi 1?n
. Iy busy and yet he still took
certain
time to pray three times a day·

B. His enemy used it against him.
His jealous colleagues used his
prayer life against him.
They could
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11.

Daniel was fed to the lions ( 6: 16-22).
A.

Daniel was fed to the lions.
Having no other choice, Darius
commanded they bring in Daniel.
He
hoped that Daniel's God would deliver
him.
Then he placed Daniel in the
lion's den.
The plotters no doubt smiled to
each otehr and went off to celebrate
their victory. They went to a feast.
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fed to the lions.
The condemning to
death of the wives and children along
with the men was in accordance with
Persian custom, but was forbidden in
the Mosaic law (cf. Deut. 24:16).
Once more the top opening was used
and the accusers were devoured and
destroyed before they hit the bottom.
God promised to bless those who bless
Abraham's seed and to curse those
who curse them.

.
to a fast (cf. vs. 1~).
Darius went
t the evening with
He usually spen.
t
but was so
food and entertainmen , d he could
d and depresse
discourage
I the next morning
do neither.
Eary t the lion's den.
he desparately ran ~ce he cried out
With a lamentable vot
to Daniel.
The lions did not eat.

B.

all this time the text has
Now .
how Daniel had
said nothing about II night
In a
d in the den a
.
f
are
fed to the lions, but
word, ~e was
t
Daniel rested
th y did not ea .
.
th 1·1on's den than Darius
e
.
better 1n
e
did in the palace.
· I'
voice
hearing
Danie s
jus t
h
as alive.
informed Darius that
~ w how it
But Daniel also explaine~
I . d
happened (cf. vs. 22). Daniel c ~1meto
his deliverance was due, not on y h'
the power of God, but al~o to
is
purity before God and the king.
111 •

C.

As
Nebuchadnezzar had done
before, so now Darius made a decree
(cf. Dan. 3:29; 6:25). Daruis decreed
that all the people should respect the
God of Daniel. He did not disown the
gods of Babylon or speak of worship
ing Daniel's God.
It is not likely he
experienced conversion.
D.

Daniel was freed•
Daniel was taken up, i.e. , lifted
out of the top of the den, probably
b roes. He was unhurt b~cause he
h~d t~usted in God.
His !a,th:ulness
got him into trouble and has faith got
him out.

B.

The accusers were fed to the Iions.
The king then commande_d_ that
Daniel's accusers and their families be
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Daniel prospered.
Daniel not only did not perish,
he prospered. Furthermore, he pros
pered until at least the third year of
Cyrus (cf. Dan. 10:1), which means
536
B. C.
or
when
Daniel
was
probably about 84 years old.

Daniel was freed (6:23-28).
A.

Darius made a decree.

Conclusion:
Though
he was
innocent,
Daniel
was
framed and fed to the lions.
But by faith he
was protected and prospered (cf. Dan. 6: 23;
Heb. 11: 33).
The lions got lockjaw!
By faith
Daniel stopped the mouths of lions.
In your crisis, be like Daniel and trust

God.
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A.
IS THE U.S. IN PROPHECY?

The first beast was like a lion
with eagle's wings.
There has been
almost universal agreement from the
earliest centuries to today that this
beast represents Babylon.
Winged
lions guarded the gates of the royal
palace of Babylon.
Daniel's contemp
orary prophets employed the sign of
both lion and eagle for Nebuchadnez
zar (cf. Jere. 49:19,22; Ez. 17:3;
Hab. 1:8).
The lion · and the eagle
are the kings of the beasts and
birds, respectively.
What gold is
among the metals and the head is to
the body, the lion is to the beasts
and the eagle is to the birds. Thus,
the lion with eagle's wings is a fitting
symbol for Nebuchadnezzar in ancient
Babylon.
The beast,
however,
got its
wings plucked. Then it was lifted up
and stood as a man. Then the man's
heart was given unto it.
The beast
became a man outwardly and inward
ly. Nebuchadnezzar is the beast. The
plucking of the wings was his humili
ation as recorded in chapter 4.
The
Iifting up was his restoration.
Af~er
that ordeal Nebuchadnezzar was more
human and less beastly.

Daniel 7:1-14

Anyone
interested
in
Bible
prophecy
sooner or later asks, "Is the U.S. in proph
ecy?"
Several answers have been suggested:
( 1) ·no, not at a 11. The Bible was _wr_itten before
Columbus discovered America.
B1bl1cal aut~~rs
knew nothing of its existence; (2) a q~allf1ed
yes. Obviously, the Bi_ble does_ no~ mention the
U.S. specifically, but 1t does indirectly.
The
revival of the Roman empire may include Amer
ica· (3) an unqualified yes. Several have gone
so 'far as to say that the Bible explicitly mentions America in prophecy.
Who is right?

I.

Daniel saw four beasts (7:1-8).
Daniel 7 begins by saying that it
was the first year of Belshazzar.
That
immediately tells us the book is not in
chronological order for Daniel 5 tells us
about Belshazzar's death.
It also tells us
the year was about 553 B. C.
But more
important, it tells us tha~ the Jud:an
captives no doubt had questions. Anytime
there's a change in government there. are
questions. In this case they were asking,
"What do these developments mean for us?
Does it indicate an early retur~ to
Judea?"
Perhaps with some of these very
questions in his head Daniel fel I asleep
one night on his bed. God gave Daniel a
dream which consisted of three visions.
The first is of four beasts.
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The Lion

B.

The Bear
The second beast was like a
bear.
There is unanimity in identi
fying the first beast, but there is
disagreement and diversity in identi
fying
the
second.
Practically all
liberals identify the second beast as
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the Median empire.
Conservatives
contend
it
is
the
Medo-Persian
empire.
The motivation for making
this second beast Media only is to
avoid making the fourth beast Rome.
If the fourth beast is not the Roman
empire then the critics can say this
chapter is history and not prophecy.
But if the second beast is the Medo
Persian empire then the fourth beast
is Rome and this is supernatural
prophecy.
Walvoord says, 11 Recent d iscov
eries have proven beyond question
that the second empire was in fact
the Medo-Persian empire. The Persian
ruler Cyrus himself came to conquer
Babylon in less than a month and the
myth of a separate Median empire at
this time is not supported by the
facts." Daniel definitely combined the
two (cf. Dan. 6:8; 12:15). Medo
Persia, like the bear, was known for
its strength and fierceness in battle.
Yet, like the bear, Medo-Persia was
less majestic, less swift and less
gracious than Babylon, who was like
the lion.
This bear raised itself up on one
side.
Note that the bear has two
sides and one is higher. This repre
sents the one-sided union of the
Medo-Persian empire.
Persia was by
far the greater and more powerful of
the two. The bear had three ribs in
its mouth.
The Medo-Persian empire
devoured three kingdoms:
Babylon
Lydia and Egypt.
,
C.

The Leopard
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The third beast was like a leo
pard and represents Greece.
The
leopard is not as kingly as the lion,
nor as strong as the bear, but is
superior to them in speed and agility.
The leopard had four wings of a
fowl.
They are not the royal wings
of an eagle, as with the first beast,
but their presence emphasizes the
concept of speed.
The double set of
wings denotes unusual speed. Greece,
more than any other of the empires,
was characterized by speed.
This beast had four wings and
four heads. With two sets of wings I
would expect two heads, but instead
it has four heads.
What does that
mean?
The heads represent four
kings,
or
heads
of
government.
These heads are mentioned after the
wings
suggesting
the
beast first
speedily conquered and then had four
heads.
These heads do not rise one
after another, but all exist contemp
oraneous on the body of the beast
and therefore can only represent four
contemporary kings, or signify that
this kingdom was divided into four
kings.
Thus, with the speed of a
bird's flight, this kingdom conquered
and then was divided into a four-fold
kingdom.
That's
exactly
what
happened to Greece.
D.

The Fourth Beast
The fourth beast is not named.
Apparently it did not look like any
known animal. Conservatives generally
identify this fourth beast as Rome.
The outstanding feature of it is its
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strength. The beast shows its teeth.
They were iron.
In chapter 2, Rome
was made of iron
which
depicts
strength. The beast devoured, broke
and stomped. Al I these verbs indicate
the
extensive
conquest
involving
enormous destruction of people and
property.
This beast had ten horns.
This
is a major problem. There is no real
correspondence to the Roman empire
historically in the phrase, 11 lt had ten
horns. 11 Consequently, some spiritual
ize this.
The only way to take this
literally is to conclude that it has not
yet happened. That fits Bible proph
ecy (cf. Rev. 17:12).
These kings
had not yet received their power in
John's day, but would along with the
beast (cf. Rev. 17: 11).
The time
when they and the beast would
appear is said to be when they make
war with the Lamb, which means when
Christ returns. So, before the Second
Coming the Roman empire will be
restored and have ten kings.
Then a little horn comes up
among the ten. 11 Little" simply means
it started small, but it did not stay
that way.
It became the greatest of
all.
Three of the ten were plucked
up by the roots before this little horn
le_aving a total of eight.
This king
will conquer: he has eyes like a man.
This king is clever (the Antichrist
will
be characterized
by
unusual
mental ability.
He will be clever
shrewd and knowledgeable, able t~
s~lve problems and give advice).
He
will speak great things.
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11.

Daniel saw the Ancient of Days ( 7: 9-11).
A.

God the Father sits on His throne of
judgment (7: 9, 10).
The second scene of Daniel's
dream is of the establishment of a
throne in heaven.
The Ancient of
Days is said to be seated on the
throne.
This is an obvious refer
ence to God the Father.
Age is
meant to inspire veneration and con
vey the impression of majesty:
H!s
garment is white as snow and His hair
like wool. These are symbols of spot
less purity. Thus, the emphasis is on
purity rather than age.
The throne
was like fiery flames.
Fire is con
stantly associated in the Bible with
the manifestation of God.
From the
throne there is a fiery stream stres
sing the judgment of God which flows
from Him upon the wicked. Thousands
minister to Him. An enumerable com
pany stands before Him to be judged.

B.

God the Father wit I judge the nations
(7:11,12)
The One that sat for judgment
now judges.
The first three beas~s
are judged and the fourth beast 1s
judged.
They have their dominion
taken away. The phrase,. 11 a ti~e an_d
a season" in verse 12, 1s an indefi
nite manner in which to refer to the
length of time.
These kingdoms will
cease.
They will be brought to an
end by the beginning of their respec
tive successors. Yet each of the three
continue by the reduplication of itself
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in the people and cultures of their
respective successors.
In contrast, the fourth beast will
cease and be destroyed (cf. vs. 11).

111.

Daniel saw the Son of Man ( 7: 13, 14).
A.

The climax of the dream is a scene
heaven.

in

One Ii ke the Son of Man appears
before the Ancient of Days. The Son
of Man is an obvious contrast to the
beast and the horn.
Jewish and
Christian interpreters have interpre
ted the 11 Son of Man 11 as the Messiah.
Christ called Himself the Son of Man.
Since this is the only time the phrase
is used in the Old Testament with the
possible reference to Christ,
the
likelihood is He had this text in mind
when He used the term of Himself
(cf. Matt. 24:29-31;25:31).
B.

God the Son is given the Kingdom.
The Son of Man is given the
11 Dominion 11
Kingdom.
refers to His
ruling authority. "Glory" speaks of
the honor that will accompany that
authority. 11 Authority 11 designates the
organized form of the government. In
contrast to the passing nature of the
previous empires, He will not pass
away.
His Kingdom will last 1 ooo
years and forever. His Kingdom ;hal I
not and will never be destroyed.
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Conclusion:
God told Daniel there would be four world
kingdoms and then they would be destroyed and
the Kingdom of God would be established.
This study of Daniel's vision in chapter 7
tells us several things. First, it tells us there
will never be a fifth world empire.
It probably
means that Russia will never conquer the world.
It tells us that the last Gentile world power will
be in Europe.
It also tells us that if America
is in prophecy at all it is only there in a very
minor role.
The question is, Is America in prophecy?
The answer is, specifically and directly, no. In
symbol, no.
The eagle's wings in this passage
do not represent America.
If the U.S. is there
at all it is only in a minor role.
The most one
could possibly say is that it is there as one of
the ten horns, and that is minor, indeed.
That means that at the end, America will
not be the power it is today, or it means that
at the end of the age America has an isolation
ist policy and refuses to get involved.
America is not in prophecy, but Americans
are. America as a nation is not, but Americans
as individuals are. As individuals we are either
saved or lost, with Christ or without Him, in
heaven or in hell.
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years.
Not until the liberals came along
relatively
recently did anyone debate
that. Verse 18 says the saints shall take
the king do~.
The word 11 take 11 literally
means "receive." They receive it through
the coming Messiah.

WILL THE EUROPEAN NATIONS UNITE?
Daniel 7: 15-28

In 1950 Jean Monnet sold the French
Foreign Minister on the idea of the European
Coal and Steel Community. Two years later the
Community was in operation with Monnet as
President. That paved the way for the creation
of the European Common Market established by
the Treaty of Rome in 1957.
Reader's Digest
once said that his goal was the 11 gradual sur
render of sovereignty by the individual nations
until a full-blown united states of Europe came
into existence. 11
Will such an idealistic dream ever come
about?
The people of the continent are still
French, German, Dutch, Italian, etc., and not
Europeans.
Is there any connection between
that and Bible prophecy?
Will the European
nations unite?
I.

Four
world
(7:15-18).

kingdoms

have

ruled

In Daniel 7, God gave Daniel a
vision of four beasts. The vision deeply
disturbed him.
He wanted to know the
meaning of it all (7:15,16a).
.
An a_ngel gave Daniel a general
interpretation of the whole vision. He
began with an outline and an overview.
Verse 17 says that four kings shall rise
(yet these 11 kings 11 represent "kingdoms. 11
Cf. vs. 23).
These four kingdoms are
Babylon, the Medo-Persian empire, Greece
a_nd Rome. That has been the interpreta
tion of this passage for thousands of
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I I.

The
Roman
(7:19-28).

Empire

will

exist

again

Daniel asked about the fourth beast
(vs. 19) and the ten horns (vs. 20). He
also wanted to know about the little horn
(vs. 20) and the war with the saints (vs.
21 ) .
The fourth beast is the fourth
kingdom, i.e., Rome. The ten horns are
ten kings that shall arise (vs. 24). This
is the problem of the entire chapter.
There are three possible interpretations:
( 1) some say the fourth beast is Greece
and the ten horns are the ten divisions of
the Grecian empire. This is the interpre
tation of the liberals who wish to make
Daniel history instead of prophecy. The
fact that these ten kings appear in Rev
elation 1 3 and 17 long after the fa 11 of the
Grecian empire refutes this view;
(2)
some say the fourth beast is Rome and
the ten horns are the division of the
Roman empire.
Christians, since the 1st
century,
have interpreted the fourth
beast as Rome.
A careful correlation of
Daniel 2, 7 and 8 confirms this view is
correct.
The ten divisions, however, are
a problem.
The old Roman empire was
simply not divided into ten parts;
(3)
others say the fourth beast is Rome, but
the ten kings have not risen yet. There
fore, this part of the passage is future
and demands the restoration or revival of
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the Roman empire.
Daniel 2 confirms
this. The image there has ten toes which
are destroyed at the Second Coming of
Christ. That means the ten nations must
exist just prior to the Second Coming of
Christ.
The angel also explained the little
horn (7:24bJ.
This king shall subdue
three others.
He shall
speak great
things and spoil saints. He will attempt to
change times and laws. According to
verse 25 he will reign for three and a
half years (the normal traditional expla
nation of 11 time and times and the dividing
of time'' is three and a half years.
This
view is confirmed by Daniel 9: 27.
Cf.
also Rev. 11 :2; 13:5; and the 1,260 days
of Rev. 11 : 3). Then he shall be des
troyed. At that time the Kingdom of God
will be established (vs. 27).

THROUGH TROUBLE TO TRIUMPH
Daniel 8:1-14

Daniel is the most important prophetic book
in the Old Testament.
In all the Bible, only
Revelation is more significant.
There are sev
eral reasons for that, not the least of which is
that Daniel gives us an outline and overview of
history and prophecy (cf. Dan. 2 and 7).
By
chapter 8 God has given an overview of
history, and He has done it twice.
Now, He
gives Daniel details. Chapter 8 gives details of
the second and third phase as recorded in
chapters 2 and 7.

I.

The Vision of the Ram (8:1-4).

A.
Conclusion:
Rome will rise and rule again.
What started out as one man's dream has
becom~ a growing reality. The Treaty of Rome
established the Common Market in 1957. On Jan
uary 22, 1972, Brussels was added to the Com
mon Market making ten nations in the Common
Market.
The Common Market is not the revival
of the Roman empire, but it does demonstrate
that Europe will one day unite as Bible proph
ecy has predicted all along.
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Introduction (8:1,2)
Before we look at Daniel 8 in
detail, there are several introductory
matters we need to note.
For one
thing, Daniel returns to using Hebrew
at verse 1. He started out writing in
Hebrew and then from 2: 4-7: 28 used
Aramaic.
At this point in the book
he again uses the Hebrew language.
This vision was two years after
the vision of chapter 7 (cf. 7: 1 with
8: 1).
This vision was a day vision.
The vision of chapter 7 came at night
in the form of a dream vision.
But
this one came in the daytime with no
mention of sleeping or of being in
bed. Most expositors, whether liberal
or
conservative,
understand
that
Daniel was actually in Babylon and
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says the male goat was from the west.
Macedonia was west of Persia.
The
goat did not touch the ground, i.e.,
he hastened over it in his flight. He
had a notable horn. Goats, like rams,
normally have two horns, and thus
this is unusual. There is no doubt it
represents Alexander the Great, the
first king of Greece. Alexander was
unusual. He was one of the greatest
mi Iitary strategists of history.

only in v1s1on was he transported to
Shushan (cf. vs. 2).
Shushan was
about 230 miles east of Babylon.
B.

Daniel saw a ram (8:3,4).
When Daniel sought the meaning
of the vision ( 8: 15), he was told that
the ram was the kings of Media and
'.ers!a (8:20). There is a reference
in history that says the Persian king
when standing at the head of a~
a r my, bore the head of a ram. The
t wo horns represent the people of the
Medes and the .Persians. Both horns
were high as both peoples arose to
power. Yet one horn was higher than
the other for the Persians were more
prominent and powerful.
Verse 4 says the ram pushed in
three directions.
The conquest of
Cyrus and his successors were mainly
to the west. But later expansion was
north and south. No beast was able
to _stand before him.
Apparently
Daniel s~w ot.her animals unnamed and
unde~cribed in the vision who sought
to hinder the ram, but none was
abl_e.
The comparative ease with
which Cyrus was able to conquer
other nations is a matter of history.

II.

The Vision of the Male Goat ( 8: 5)
A•

The Creature
Verse 5 says Daniel saw a male
goat. Again_, we do not have to guess
as to the interpretation of the male
goat because Daniel was told that the
goat was Greece (8·21)
·
• Th e verse
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B.

The Conflict (8:6,7)
Verse 6 says the goat ran into
the ram in the fury of his power.
Hatred for the Persians had built up
within Greece since the days of
Cyrus. Finally, Alexander crossed the
Hellespont with 35,000 troops. Verse
7 says he attacked ... broke ... cast
down . . . and trampled. The Persian
forces were larger than the Greek,
but in three decisive battles the
Medo-Persian
empire
disintegrated.
Alexander defeated and occupied al I
their land.

C.

The Consequences (8:8)
Verse 8 says, 11 Therefore the
male goat grew very great. 11
Once
Greece defeated Persia it grew great
er than Persia.
Yet when he was
strong the great horn was broken.
The horn, remember, is Alexander
the Great.
When he was strong he
was broken.
At the height of his
career he died.
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Ill.

The Vision of the Little Horn (8:9-14)
A. The Creature (8:9)
Verse 9 says Daniel saw a little
horn.
Anyone reading this for the
first time would immediately think of
the little horn of Daniel 7:8. However
there is a difference.
The
little' horn of chapter 7 comes out of
the fourth beast (Rome). The little
horn of chapter 8 comes out of the
goat (Greece). So, these two little
horns are not the same. The little
horn here is Antioch us Epiphanes,
the eighth king of the Syrian dynasty
who reigned from 175-174 B. C. Thus,
this prophecy skips from 301 B. C.,
the time of the division of Alexan
der's empire, to 175 B.C. when Anti
achus became king of the Syrians.
B.

His Conquest (8:9,10)
Verse 9 says he waxed great
against the south which is Egypt,
against the east which is Babylon,
and against the Glorious Land. All
agree the "Glorious Land" refers to
Israel. Antiochus has been called the
11 Nero of Jewish history. 11

C.

he desecrated it ( I Mace. 1: 20-24).
Verse 13 says that Daniel wanted to

know how long this would last. He
was told 2,300 days.
These 2,300
days were fulfilled from 171-164 B.C.
when Antiochus died.
Conclusion:
God is obviously telling Daniel that even
though Nebuchadnezzar conquered Israel and
carried off captives, and even though Neb~
chadnezzar is dead, the trouble for Israel 1s
not over. Israel will be allowed to go back,
but Greece will destroy Persia and Antiochus
will persecute and destroy Israel's worship.
Daniel 8 needs to be put in the context of
the book. In chapter 2, and again in chapter
7 God revealed that ultimately the Kingdom of
G~d would be established.
Now He reveals
trouble ahead.
It's like saying, "Through
trouble to triumph. 11 That does not mean the
church is going through the Tribulation, but
there is trouble and tribulation ahead (cf. Acts
lLJ:22).
The message, then, is that there is
triumph ahead, but we get there through
trouble.

His Contemptable Action (8:11-14)
Verse 11 reveals more of this
man than his conquest of Israel. He
also stopped the daily sacrifice and
cast down the sanctuary. There is no
historical evidence that Antiochus
actually destroyed the Temple as a
building, but there is no doubt that
90
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I.
AN ILLUSTRATION OF ANTICHRIST

Verse 15 says Daniel sought for the
meaningl perhaps making a comparison
with Nebuchadnezzar•s first dream (52
years earlier) and his first vision {two
years earlier).
While Daniel was seeking to under
stand, Gabriel appears.
He was given
the appearance of a man, perhaps to make
Daniel feel at ease.
No sooner does
Gabriel appear than a voice is heard.
The owner of the voice is not identified
in the text, but it could be the voice of
God, or Michael, or some other angel.
Calvin believed
it was the voice of
Christ. At any rate, the voice commis
sions Gabriel to give Daniel the interpre
tation.
Notice carefully that he says, "to
the time of the end" (vs. 17b). That was
too much; Daniel fainted (vs. 18). When
he fainted he fell over. Gabriel was close
enough to Daniel so that he only needed
to stoop to touch him and thus return him
to consciousness. Daniel then sat up.

Daniel 8:15-27

Anytime anybody speaks on any subject
everybody wants an illustration!
11 lustrations
aid understanding. They are like windows that
let light into a dark room so we can see. Illus
trations also prevent boredom.
Professors are
notoriously boring because they only speak in
the general and abstract; they never get to the
specific and concrete.
That is true anytime anybody speaks on
any subject, but it is especially true when
someone speaks on prophecy.
Prophecy is
future, so it is foreign to our experience. · We
need
illustrations in order to understand.
:r~phecy can also be boring. Granted, our cur
!osIty makes it interesting, but it is not as
interesting as things which concern us today.
So, we need concrete illustrations.
T~e Bible predicts a coming Antichrist.
What will he be like? What will he do? Give me
an illustration.
The little horn of Daniel 8 is an illustra
ti?n of the Antichrist. Actually, there are four
views as to who this little horn is· (1) the
historical view.
This view says all of Daniel a
has been. f~lfill~d in Antiochus Epiphanes; (2)
the . futur1st1c view.
This view relates all of
Dan_,el ~ to the future.
The little horn is the
Antichrist;
( 3) the dual view.
This view
argues ~hat. Daniel 8 refers to Antioch us and
the. _Ant1chr1st; ( 4) the typical view.
This
pos1t1on acknowledges Daniel 8 has been histor
ically fulfilled, but suggests that it intention
ally goes beyond Antiochus to provide a proph
etic foreshadowing of the Antichrist.
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Gabriel is commissioned to give Daniel the
interpretation (8:15-19).

II .

Gabriel
commences
(8:20-27).

the

interpretation

Gabriel reveals the ram is Medo
Persia (8:20). The two horns refer to the
two countries.
It is significant that
Media and Persia are regarded as one
empire.
Gabriel next reveals the goat is
Greece ( 8: 21). More specifically, as even
the critics and liberals agree, this is
referring to Alexander the Great.
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Beginning with verse 23, Gabriel
discusses the II little horn. 11
He says,
"And in the latter time of their king
dom," i.e., the kingdoms of the four
divisions of Greece.
Let's note care
fully the description of Antiochus while
remembering he is an illustration of the
Antichrist.
Delightful person. Verse 23 says he
will be a "king of fierce features."
11 Fierce"
means "strong, 11 i.e. , it means
he will be bold. He will be able to inter
pret riddles.
This is a mark of intelli
gence.
He is to be a problem solver.
When the Antichrist appears he will
probably not be repulsive. While the
prefix 11 anti II can mean "opposed to, 11 it
can also mean "instead of. 11
The Anti
christ will be a substitute for Christ. He
will be more like Albert Schweitzer than
Adolf Hitler.
Destructive power.
Verse 24 says
his power shall be mighty, but it shall
not be his. Some believe Antiochus was
actually demon-possessed.
There is no
question that the Antichrist will be Satan
energized. His power will be destructive .
He shall cause
. Deceitful policy.
deceit to prosper.
Antiochus was known
for his deceiving tactics.
The Antichrist
shall follow in his steps.
Conclusion:
. A~tioc_hus is an illustration of the Anti
christ in hrs person, his power and his policy
W~at are you using your talents for? F~r
s~meth1~g that will last, or for something that
will perish? Antiochus and the Antichrist both
end_ up using their power for that which
perishes. Do not follow in their steps.
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YOU CAN PRAY LIKE DANIEL
Daniel 9: 1-19

D.L. Moody once said, 11 1 would rather _be
able to pray like Daniel than to preach like
Gabriel. 11 Dr. M. R. De Haan has said, I would
far rather have the power of prayer to move
the very powers of heaven than have the powe~
of preaching to move the masse~ of e~r\h.
Would you like to be able to pray like Daniel.
Daniel 9 records one of Daniel's prayers.
Verse 1 tells us this prayer occurred in ~he
first year of Darius, in 538 B. C. The question
on Daniel's mind concerned the future of the
Jews.
Would they return soon?
At this point
Daniel was 82 years old. Verse 3 giv~s us the
reason he prayed:
he had been re~d1_ng Jere
miah who had predicted that the capt1v1ty would
only last for 70 years.
Jerusalem fel I in 605
B.C. It was now 538 B.C., or 67 years later.
It dawned on Daniel that the period of the cap
tivity was about over.

I.

Daniel first praises God (9:4).
Daniel began his prayer by addre~
sing God--with praise.
He said God as
"great and awesome" (i.e., to be feared).
11 Great"
refers to the mighty acts of God
in destroying His enemies (cf.
Deut.
7:21).
"Awesome"
follows
His
great
power. He is to be respected and rever
enced. God is great.
Furthermore, He keeps His covenant
and mercy. Included in the word. "mercy"
is the concept of loyalty.
Go? 1s . loyal.
Israel had been disloyal.
Thrs faithful-
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here Daniel begins to talk about the
fact that they had sinned against the
Lord Himself.
Sin is always against
God._ Daniel contrasts the mercy and
forgiveness of God with Israel's sin
fulness.
Verses 10 and 11 list the
ways in which they rebelled against
God.

ness. mercy and loyalty is expressed
toward those who love Him and keep His
commandments; i.e., those who love Him
and demonstrate it by keeping His com
mandments. God is good.
In order to pray like Daniel, we
need to praise like Daniel.
11.

Daniel then confessed sin (9;5-14).
A.

They had
( 9: 5).

departed

from

Ill.

the

Word

Daniel then
15-19).
A.

In verse 4, Daniel addresses God
with praise.
In verses 5-14, he con
fesses.
God is righteous and faith
ful.
Israel had been unrighteous and
unfaithful.
They departed from the
Word.
B.

They

disregarded

the

C.

They
despised
(9:9-14).

the

Lord

prophets

Himself

Verse 9 makes a change.
In
~erse 7_ God is righteous.
Here, God
is merciful. Before now He talked to
. God.
Now he talks about Him.
It is
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for

something

(9:-

Remova I of Anger
Verse 15 makes another change.
In verses 5-14 Daniel used the name
Yaweh.
In
verses
15-19
Daniel
addresses God only as Adonai and
Elohim.
By using the name Adonai,
Daniel is recognizing God's absolute
sovereignty over him as Lord.
In
these verses Daniel is making a peti
tion.
In verse 15 Daniel addresses
God as One who has gotten a name
for Himself. In verse 16 Daniel ac
knowledges God as righteous.
Then
he asks for God's anger to be
removed.

(9:6-8).
The hideousness of their sin is
amplified by the fact they disregarded
the prophets God sent them.
They
had not Iistened to the law, nor the
lessons of the prophets. Daniel listed
in descending order of importance
those to whom the prophets had
s~oken.
This disrespect and disobe
dience to the prophets characterized
all classes.

asked

B.

Restore Your Favor
Verse 17 actually repeats the
prayer in more ernest words.
Ulti
mately it was not just the restoration
of Israel Daniel sought, nor of Jeru
salem, nor even of the temple, the
sanctuary with its altar and Holy of
Holies.
The point is a plea for God
to regather Israel, restore the temple
and reinstitute the sacrifices, which
is what Jeremiah said He would----aci
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anyway. A prayer request must be
based on God's will. Furthermore, our
prayer requests must be based on
God's mercy (cf. vs. 17,18,19).
Conclusion:
Daniel's prayer consisted of praise, con
fession and petition. If you want to pray like
Daniel, follow that pattern. Yet there is more.
Daniel asked God to accomplish His will as He
saw it in His Word.

THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL
Daniel 9:20-27
If you are at all interested in the world
today, you can't help but ask, "What is going
to happen?"
For example, what is going to
happen to Israel? That small Jewish state, the
size of New Jersey, is surrounded by the Arab
states who are determined to occupy the land of
Palestine.
If the Arab world ever united an
attack against Israel, Israel would not have a
chance. Does Israel have a future?
In Daniel 9 the question concerns Israel's
future . Daniel discovered Jeremiah's prophecy
and wanted to know about lsraeJ!s future.
He
began to pray and while he was praying an
angel appeared to answer his question.
I.

The Plan
Verse 24 says, "Seventy weeks are
determined for your people. 11 The problem
is the word "weeks. 11 The Hebrew word
literally means 11 sevens 11 (note, it is
plural).
The problem is, seven what?
Seven days? Seven weeks? Seven months?
Seven years? The Hebrew word is like
our words "dozen" or "score. 11 When we
hear those words we automatically want to
know 1 2 or 20 what.
In the caseot Daniel 9 the answer is
years. The fact that there were 70 years
of captivity discussed earlier in the chap
ter would seem to imply that years are
meant. Furthermore, as the interpretation
will demonstrate, only years makes sense.
As a matter of fact, 490 days or 490
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certain, especially in view of verse
26, that He would be the one making
the atonement.
These three were fulfilled by the
time of the first coming of Christ.
Tfifs means the 70 weeks of years
have begun.

months would be meaningless.
But in
contrast, a week of years fits the context
well.
By the way, the Jews were familiar
with the idea of a week of years, as well
as a ~eek of days. The concept of the
sabbatical year was based on the idea of
providing the seventh year as the year of
rest, just as the seventh day was the day
of rest.
Genesis 29: 27 speaks of a week
of years (cf. with our slang expression
11 a month of Sundays").
'
The point is that God has a plan for
Israel that covers 490 years.

11.

D.

This is probably a reference to
the Messianic Kingdom.
One of the
purposes for Israel is to bring in a
Kingdom in which everlasting right
eousness will prevail.

The Purpose

A.

E.

To Finish the Transgression

Sins 11 here is
This probably refers
the daily life.
Sins
to an end in principle
C.

F.

in
to
will
and

the plural.
the sins of
be brought
practice.

To Make Reconciliation for Iniquity
The word "reconcile"
i-t
I
means
"to cover "
Whe
I _era I_Y
·
I
·
n
sin
1s
rnvo ved it means "to atone " Th" .
th
· ·
·
IS IS
e prrnc1ple word in the Old Testament for .atonement.
While Christ is
not mentioned in this verse, it is
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To Anoint the Most Holy
The 11 Most Holy" refers to the
temple.
This is probably a reference
to the Millennial Temple.
An age in which there is ever
lasting righteousness, the fulfillment
of all prophecy and the presence of a
restored temple must be future. His
tory knows no such age. But such an
age is predicted after Christ returns.
We must conclude, therefore, that
while the 70 weeks of years have
begun, they have not been completed.

To Make an End of Sin
11

To Seal Up the Vision and the Proph
ecy
This is a reference to the ful
fillment and thus the termination of
revelation.

The first thing mentioned in
G?d's f?rogram for Israel is that God
will finish the transgression.
Israel's
~ourse of apostasy, sin and wander
ing ove: the_ earth, will be brought to
completion within this 70 sevens.
B.

To Bring in Everlasting Righteousness

111.

The Program
A.

The program starts with the decree of
Artaxerxes.
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divided
into three parts:
seven
weeks,
69
weeks and one week.
Frankly, because of the cumbersome
and detailed grammatical structure,
this can be confusing.
To simplify the understanding of
the passage, please note that verse
24 refers to seven weeks (i.e., 49
years). In other words, from the time
of the decree of Artaxerxes in Nehe
miah 2 until the streets and walls
would be built again was 49 years
(i.e., 445-396 B.C.).
Someone will say, "But it only
took Nehemiah 52 days to rebuild the
wall. 11
True.
But this is referring
to more than just the rebuilding of
the wall.
The word "street" literally
means "widespace" an probably refers
to a marketplace or public square. In
other words, it took 52 days to
rebuild the wall, but it took 49 years
from the decree to finish the project.
It took 49 years to restore Jerusalem
to a thriving city.

In verses 25-27, Gabriel does
two things.
He tells us when the 70
weeks begins and divides the 70
weeks into three parts: seven weeks,
69 weeks and one week.
Let 1s begin by looking at the
beginning.
The beginning is from
" t he going forth of the command to
restore and build Jerusalem. 11
That
seems simple enough.
What could be
di f ficult about that?
The answer is
t hat there are four different possibil
i t ies. It could be:
- The decree of Cyrus

( Ezra 1)

- The decree of Darius ( Ezra 6)
- The decree of Artaxerxes
( Ezra 7)
- The decree of Artaxerxes
( Nehemiah 2)
The latter part of verse 25
which says the walls and the streets
shall be built in troublous times seems
to indicate the fourth view is correct.
!he decree of Artaxerxes as recorded
in Nehemiah 2 took place in 445 B C
This is what Daniel wanted to kn~w:
When would it all start? Though some
of_ the program started shortly after
this ~ook place, the real answer was
that 1t wo~ldn't begin until 1oo years
from the time of Daniel.
B.

The First Period -- Seven Weeks ( 49
years)
Gabriel not only
tells Daniel
when all this begins
but also that
the whole period or program will be
1
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C.

The Second Period -- 69 Weeks
years)

( 483

Verse 26 begins with "And after
the sixty-two weeks. 11 Note that this
is after 69 weeks (62 weeks is to be
added to the seven weeks.
Cf. vs.
25).
69 weeks is 483 years. Beginning
with 445 B. C. and adding 483 years
is 38 A. D.
That is a problem.
Sir
Robert Anderson suggested that the
solution is that the 483 years are
lunar years. Let me explain.
The Jewish calendar was based
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on lunar years, according to the
movement of the moon.
Our western
calendar is based on solar years.
according to the movement of the
sun. Our calendar has 365 days each
year.
The Jewish calendar has only
360 (every few years they add an
extra month to keep their calendar
seasonal).
If we convert the years
between 445 B.C. and 38 A.O. of the
solar years to lunar years, we lose
several years.
So, the end of the
483 years mentioned in Daniel would
actually come to about 33 A.D., in
stead of 38 A. D.
By the way, when
our western calendar was established,
the year of the birth of Christ was
miscalculated.
It is now known that
He was born between 2 and 6 B. C.
At 33 years of age, about 30 A. D.,
Messiah was cut off in literal and
exact fulfillment of Daniel 9:26.
Two things shall take place: ( 1)
Verse
26
says,
"After
sixty-two
weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but
not for Himself. 11
This was fulfilled
when Jesus Christ died on the cross;
( 2) Verse 26 says, 11 And the people
of the prince who is to come shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary. 11
The prince that shall come is differ
ent from the Messiah the Prince.
Based on verse 27 and other passages
we know this is a reference to the
Antichrist.
But verse 26 is not
talking about the Antichrist, it is
talking about the people of the Anti
christ, i.e., the Romans who lived in
70 A. D. and destroyed Jerusalem and
the temple.
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D.

The Third Period -- One Week (seven
years)
Before we look at this period in
detail, we must note there is a break
between the second and third per
iods. We know because several events
transpired after the 69 weeks, but
not during the 70th week. For exam
ple, verse 26 says that the Messiah
shall be cut off.
After that, Jeru
salem shall be destroyed. There is
obviously, then, a gap between the
second and third periods.
There is not only a gap, there
is a big gap.
We know because the
events of verse 27 have not yet been
fu I fi Iled.
As a matter of fact, the
entire church age is between the 69th
and 70th week of Daniel.
What will happen during the last
week? That last week is the Tribula
tion Period.
Verse 27 tells us two
things about this period:
( 1) the
Antichrist will establish a covenant
with Israel at the beginning of the
Tribulation; (2) he will break the
covenant.
That is, three and a half
years after the Antichrist makes a
covenant with Israel he will cause all
bloody and non-bloody sacrifices to
cease.
The
fulfillment
of
this
prophecy
necessarily
involves
the
reinactment of the Mosaic sacrificial
system in the temple in Jerusalem.
The present occupation of Jerusalem
by Israel may be perparatory to the
re-establishment of the Mosaic system
of sacrifices.
Th is is called the "overspreading
of abomination" that shall make deso-
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late. What is that? Daniel 11: 31 says
that Antiochus shall do it.
Matthew
24: 15 says the Antichrist shall do it.
That is, what Antiochus did is an
illustrtion of what the Antichrist will
do. I I Thessalonians 2 says the Anti
christ will go into the temple of God
declaring that he is God.
That wil I
make an abomination that shall dese
crate the temple.
Conclusion:
God has a program for Israel to put an
end to sin and establish a righteous Kingdom.
But before He does that, Israel will return to
the land, the Messiah will be cut off and the
Antichrist will make an Abomination of Desola
tion.
Israel did return.
Nehemiah reports the
fulfillment of that.
The Messiah did come.
Jesus Christ fulfilled that.
Jerusalem was
destroyed. But there has been no covenant or
broken covenant, yet the stage is set for the
70th week of Daniel to begin.
Daniel, to answer your question, yes,
Israel wi II go back, but there is much, much
more beyond that.
You wanted to know about
the 70 years which are past.
Let me tell you
there re 70 weeks of years to come. God has a
program for Israel!

THE DEVIL, MY PRAYERS AND SLOW ANSWERS
Daniel 10:1-11:1

We who believe in the Bible believe there
is a devil loose in the world, but not every
thing we believe about him is accurate. He gets
blamed for things he does not do and does not
get blamed for things he does do.
Just what
does he really do? It would take more than one
sermon to discuss all the activities of Satan,
but Daniel 10 talks about something Satan does
of which many are not aware.
The last half of the book of Daniel con
sists of four visions Daniel received personally.
One is recorded in each of chapters 7-9. The
fourth and final vision is in chapters 10-12.
Chapter 1O is the introduction to this longest
and climactic vision in the book.
The first three verses of chapter 10 give
us the setting.
In the third year of Cyrus
(536 B.C.), when Daniel was about 84 years
old, he received a vision.
He then fasted and
prayed for three weeks so that he might under
stand the vision (cf. 10:12).
I.

The preincarnate Christ appears to Daniel

(10:4-9).
A.

The App ea ranee
On the 24th day of the month,
while Daniel was on the shore of the
Tigris, a man appeared to him.
The
identity of this man is a problem. Al I
agree he was not human, but either
Christ or an angel. In support of this
man being Christ is the fact that the
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description given
in
Revelation
1
regarding Christ is similar to the one
here.
That would ordinarily settle
the issue.
A difficulty arises, how
ever, because this person seems to
receive assistance from Michael in a
conflict with one called the Prince of
the king of Persia (cf. vs. 13). The
solution to the problem is simple: the
person in verse 1 0 is not the same as
the person in verse 4.
Evidently,
verse 1 o introduces another being,
undoubtedly an angel.
Thus, the
one who appears to Daniel in verse 4
is none other than the preincarnate
Christ.
He was clothed in linen, proba
bly white linen symbolizing purity. He
had a gold girdle and a body that
looked like transparent jewels.
His
face was bright with brilliant eyes.
His voice was strong, deep and auth
oritative.
Taken together, this fu II
description shows that this person in
human form was awesome in appear
ance.

8.

Daniel's Response
Those with Daniel did not see
the preincarnate Christ, but they did
tremble and eventually flee.
Daniel,
in the meantime, was overwhelmed. He
experienced such a strong emotional
reaction that his strength left him.
The sound of the voice brought
greater emotional disturbance, causing
him to fall into a faint.

11.

The devil had hindered the
Daniel's prayer (1O:10-15).
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answer

to

A.

Daniel was strengthened.
A hand touched Daniel. As men
tioned before, this is probably not a
reference to the person discussed
thus far.
This is no doubt an angel.
(The same thing happened in Dan. 8:
18.)
At any rate, an angel touched
Daniel and brought him back to con
sciousness, at least with the ability to
rise in a knee Ii ng position (cf. vs.
10).

The angel then spoke to Daniel
urging him to stand up so that he
could understand the vision.

8.

The angel explains.
To relieve Daniel 1s fears still
further, the angel informs him that
from the beginning of his intercession
three weeks before God has under
taken to answer his prayers and sent
an angelic messenger to him, but
there was a problem.
The prince of
the king of Persia had withstood him.
Now, who is this prince?
He is ob
viously not the king of Persia, for
the king of Persia could not stop a_n
angel.
Thus, this must be an angelic
leader of Persia, a fallen angel under
the di rec ti on of Satan.
It is obvious
that he is under the control of Satan
because he opposes God 1s messenger.
Michael, the archangel, came to
the rescue.
Now the freed angel begins to
explain the v1s1on to Daniel.
He
begins by saying it :efers to the
latter days. Upon hearing that, Dan 
iel once again was overcome.
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While Daniel 10 does not give us all of
the activities of Satan, it does illus
trate that the devil can sometimes
hinder an answer to prayer.
But
there is more.

111.

The devil influences the affairs of nations
(10:16-11:1).
A.

Another angel appears.
At
this
point another angel
appears. Verse 16 says, "One having
the likeness of the sons of men."
Th is is probably another angel, aI
though it could be the same angel as
in verse 15.

B.

Daniel received more strengthening.
This
angel,
whoever
he
is,
touched Daniel's lips enabling him to
speak. Daniel responded by confess
ing that he simply felt unable to talk
about these profound matters affect
ing his people (vs. 17).
Again, the
angel touched Daniel (vs. 18).
For
~he third time in this chapter Daniel
1s strengthened supernaturally by one
who comes to touch him (cf. vs. 1o,
16, 18).
The first touch enabled him
to speak.
The third enabled him to
carry on the conversation.
God im
parted the strength; the angel was
the instrument.

C.

Daniel 1s prayers, but also to engage
in warfare with evil powers.
In
verse 20 he insists that he must
return to fight the prince of Persia
and, by implication, later fight the
prince of Greece.
Verse 11: 1 refers to an incident
which occurred in the first year of
Darius (two years before this), which
means at the time when the Jews
returned to Judah. Michael, wanting
this return to be effective,
had
apparently encountered difficulty in
influencing Darius and Cyrus to that
end, and Daniel's visitor had come to
his aid.
This is all very fascinating.
This passage is teaching us that
demonic influences affect nations.
It
is also telling us that God's angels
can
influence
decisions
in
high
places.

Conclusion:
The great lesson of the chapter, then, is
that demonic powers are working to hinder
God 1s program. They work to prevent answers
to prayer and influence nations against God's
people.
The Lord wi II triumph in the end, but not
without struggle and delay.

The angel explains.
The angel proceeds to explain
more fully that the reason for his
coming was not only a response to
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tune,
both through conquest and
severe taxation.
His feasts were no
fewer than
180 days (cf. Esther

PROOF FOR BIBLICAL INSPIRATION

1:1-12).

Daniel 11:2-20
C.
We who know the Lord believe the Bible is
the inspired Word of God, but how do we know?
Perhaps the best proof of inspiration is
fulfilled
prophecy.
Daniel
11: 2-20 records
scores of prophecies that have been fulfilled.
One author says, "In the first 35 verses there
are at least 135 prophecies which have been
literally fulfilled and can be collaborated by a
study of the history of the period. 11
For Daniel, the question was not the
inspiration of the Scriptures, but, rather, he
wanted to know if the time of the captivity was
now over.
Would Israel be regathered, rebuilt
and revived?
In answering Daniel's question,
the angel gives prophecies that have been ful
filled. For us, these are proof of inspiration.
I.

The essence of the thought in
verse 2 is that this fourth king would
not put forth great effort to arouse
his own country in attacking Greece.
With an army of 2,641,000 Xerxes
crossed the hellespont and invaded
Greece. He spent four years gather
ing his army. but its very size de
feated him. He was driven back into
Asia being defeated at the crucial
battle of Salamis (480 B.C.).

11.

Prophecies Concerning Greece ( 11: 3-4)
A.

Four kings shall rule in Persia.
Daniel 11: 2 says four more kings
~ill rule in Persia.
That, of course,
1s exactly what happened. They were
Cambyses (529-522 B. C.), Semerdis
(522-521), Darius Hystaspes (521-496)
and Xerxes (Artaxerxes of the book
of Esther).

B.

8.

Xerxes was rich. His predeces
had amassed an enormous for-
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His kingdom shall be broken.
Even though he was destined to
be great, Daniel prophesied that his
kingdom would
be broken.
Sure
enough, Alexander's life and career
were cut short by his untimely death.

The fourth king shall be richer than
the others.

sors

A mighty king shall rule.
After Persia attempted to attack
Greece, a mighty general stood up in
Greece and conquered Persia.
That
mighty king was none other than
Alexander the Great.
He did indeed
rule
with
great
domination
and
according to his will.

Prophecies Concerning Persia ( 11: 2)
A.

Th fourth king shall attack Greece.

C.

His kingdom
ways.

shall

113

be

divided

four

Daniel further prophesied that
his kingdom would be divided four
ways. When Alexander died his king
dom was divided between his four
leading generals.
Daniel writes about 539 B. C.;
Alexander died in 323 B. C.
This is
clearly an example of fulfilled proph
ecy.

111.

Prophecies

Concerning

Egypt

and

tragedy.
History records the fulfill
ment of this.
A diplomatic marriage
was arranged between the two king
doms.
Ptolemy Philadelphius forced
Antiochus Theos to divorce his wife
Laodicea
and marry his daughter
Berenice.
This happened around 252
B. C.
According to verse 6, she did
not "retain the power of her author
ity . 11 In other words, it did':'t _work.
The soap opera continues. Within ~wo
years of the marriage Ptolemy Ph1la
delphius died.
Antiochus then took
back his wife Laodicea (cf. vs. 6
where it says "she shall be given
up").
To gain reveng:,
Laodi~ea
murdered
Antiochus,
his Egyptian
wife Berenice, and their infant son,
as wel I as her attendants.
All of
which was forseen by Daniel.
Imagine! Daniel heard this in 539
B.C. and it took place in 252 B.C.
Imagine someone today prophesying a
marriage of the daughter ~f the. ~res
ident of Mexico to the Prime M1nist~r
of
Canada
287
years
before
rt
happened!

Syria

(11:5 - 35)
The angel now speaks of only two of
the divisions of the old Grecian empire,
the Syrian lying just north of Palestine,
and the Egyptian to the south.
These
two were discussed because Israel lay
exactly between them and was continually
involved in their later history. Especially
important is the fact taht Syria would
have Antioch us come to power.
Verses
5-35 can be divided into five periods.
A.

The First Period:

323-246 B.C.

Verse 5 predicts that a prince
from the south becomes more powerfu I
than the king of the south.
The
first king of the south was Ptolemy I
Sorter.
He was strong, but one of
his
princes,
Seleucus
Nicator,
a
lesser
general
under
Alexander,
became stronger. Eventually Seleucus
ended up in Babylon patrol ling the
largest of all four of Alexander's
divisions.
The angel goes on to say that
after a lapse of some years these two
would make an alliance through the
king's daughter which would end in
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B.

The Second Period:

246-240 B. C.

Verse
7 says,
"But from . a
branch of her root one shall arise 1n
• I
Berenices
his
place."
In short,
brother shall take his father's place.
Ptolemy Ill Euergetes (246-22_1 B.C.),
the son of Ptolemy Philadelph1us, suc
ceeded his father.
Verse 7 also says his brother
shall conquer Syria.
That is exactly
what happened.
Ptolemy
111,
the
brother of the murdered Berenice,

11 5

invaded Syria.
He
had
Laodicea
killed. Verse 8 says he would return
with a _great_ booty.
Ptolemy brought
back wrth him 4,000 talents of silver
and
2,500
precious
vessels
and
images.
Verse 8 also says he would
continue more years than the king of
the north.
Ptolemy lived six years
longer than Seleucus Callinicus.
Verse 9 says, "Then the king of
the North shall come to the kingdom
of the king of the South, but shall
return to his own land. 11
The impli
cation is that he would return unsuccessfully.
Selecus
Callinicus
did
attempt
a
return
attack
against
Ptolemy about 240 B. C.,
but he
n~turned home without accomplishing
his purpose.
The inclusion of this background
material leads up to the burden of the
prophecy in verses 10-19; the ascen
dancy of Syria over Egypt and the
return of Palestine to Syrian control
~hat sets the stage for the persecu:
t1on of Israel under Antiochus (vs
21-25).
.
C.

The Third Period:

223-187 B.C.

Verse 10 predicts the king of
the north will have two sons who
would assemble an army ( note the
number
change
from
singular
to
plural).
One
shall
conquer
and
return•
That
is
precisely
what
happened•
Seleucus Cal linicus had
two sons,
Seleucus Ceraunus and
Antioch us
111
the
Great.
They
assembled _a large army, but the elder
son was killed on a campaign in Asia
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Mi nor. Thus, the younger son, Anti
och us the Great, took control and
mounted
several campaigns against
Egypt.
Until this point Egypt's con
trol had included all of Palestine.
Antiochus 11 overflowed 11 and passed
through Palestine.
In other words,
he restored to Syria the territory as
far south as Gaza (219 B.C.).
The latter part of verse 1O says
he would campaign in 219 B.C., but
returned in 217 B.C.
Verse 11
explains that the king of the south
would then gather a great army and
be victorious.
The
king of the
south, Ptolemy IV Philopator, was
provoked by these attacks of Antio
chus the Great.
The Egyptian ruler
assembled a large army consisting of
70,000 infantrymen, 5,000 cavalrymen
and 73 camels, and defeated Antio
chus the Great at Raphia.
Verse 12 indicates that even
though he would win a great victory,
he would not be strengthened by it.
Though Ptolemy IV won a decisive
victory, he did not follow it up.
Rather, he returned to Egypt and the
life of luxury he enjoyed before.
That caused dissatisfaction with the
people which left him a weaker ruler.
Verses 13-16 predict that the
king of the north, i.e., Antiochus
the Great, would return with a still
greater army.
Others would come to
help him and this time he would be
victorious.
Without going into the
deta i Is, it needs to be noted that
history
records the
fulfillment of
these verses.
The point is the
Egyptian rule over Palestine was thus
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brought to a final end.
Syria would
dominate Palestine from this time on.
D.

The Fourth Period:

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SUFFERING?

187-716 B.C.

Verse 20 says "There shall arise
in his place one who imposes taxes on
the
glorious
kingdom. 11
History
identifies this one as Seleucus IV
Philopator, the son and successor of
Antiochus the Great.
Just as this
verse predicted, he raised taxes and
yet within a vew years he was
destroyed.
His father had ruled for
37 years; he ruled for 11.
The fifth period in this passage
will be discussed in th next chapter.
Conclusion:
The essence of these verses, yea, the
essence of this chapter, is that Israel will be
overrun for years to come. In other words, God
is saying to Daniel, 11 It is not over. 11 Some of
the Jews will return to Palestine, but this is
not the final restoration.
From our point of view, these verses have
been fulfilled.
What a testimony to the inspir
ation of Scripture!
Dozens and scores of
prophecies were literally fulfilled. That has got
to be one of the best proofs for inspiration.

Daniel 11:21-35

On February 15, 1947, a plane crashed
killing Glen Chambers, a. yo_ung man headed for
South America to do m1ss1onary work.
Just
before he boarded the plane he wrote_ his
mother.
Not having a piece of paper available
at the moment, he tore off a piece of newspaper
to scribble her a note.
It just so happe.ned
that right in the middle of that torn off piece
of newspaper was the question, "Why? 11
He
mailed the letter and boarded the plane.
Of
course, when his mother received his note she
had already heard of the crash and death of
her son.
But there, staring her in the face
was the question, "Why?"
When we suffer setbacks we often ask,
"Why? 11
To answer that question let's l_ook ~t
Daniel 11: 21-35.
These verses describe in
detail the time of Antiochus Epiphanes_.
Tec.h
nically, all of this has been fulfilled in Ant1~
chus and yet Antiochus foreshadows the An_t1Chri~t. Daniel 11: 5-35 can be divided into five
periods of time.
In t~e last chapter w~ looked
at the first four.
This passage describes the
fifth period: 175-164 B.C.
I.

His Character ( 11 : 21 )
The vile person of verse 21 is a
reference to Antiochus Epiphanes. "Vile"
means 11 contemptable. 11
A.

He will not be honorable.
Verse
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says,

11 To

whom they

Antiochus was victorious in war
over Egypt and Israel.
The phrase
"with the force of a flood" speaks of
his military might.
While the term
11 the prince of the covenant" has been
applied to the king of Egypt, more
than likely it refers to On ias 11 I, the
high priest of Jerusalem .
He bore
the title "prince of the covenant"
because he was the defacto head of
the Jewish state.
Antiochus had him
k i II ed i n 172 B . C .

will not give the honor of royalty. 11
In short, he will not be an honorable
man.
Antiochus seized the throne
rather than obtained it by honor.

B.

He will come in a time of peace.
~erse 21 also says, "he shall
come in peaceably." When the leaders
of ~yria thought they were secure,
Ant1ochus made his play for power.

C.

He would use flattery.

B.

Antiochus used flattery to win
support of Eumenes, the king of Per
gamos and wit~ key figures in Syria.
S_lowly, like the picture out of a
_Poloro,d camera,. the picture is coming
into focus.
This man is not honor
a1?le; he comes with flatteries and
w1th~ut war~in~ in a time of peace.
The im'?ress,on is that he is deceptive
and dishonest.
The rest of the
passage confirms that (cf . vs. 23 ,
27).

11.

His Career ( 11: 22- 24 )
A·

He was victorious in war.
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strong

with

the

small

He used deceit even in making
covenants.
Verse 23 adds he became
strong with the small people.
C.

He shall even take the rich places in
his own dominion.
Verse 24 says he will seize the
"richest places of the province 11 for
his own purposes.
The picture becomes fully devel
oped:
Antiochus will be a man of
war, he will be victorious and will
become strong and will not hesitate to
take even the riches of his own
country.
Likewise,
the
Antichrist
will also be a man of war.

That all sounds bad (and it is) •
but don't think that when people met
him ~h~y concluded he was a crook or
a criminal.
Remember, he used flat
te~y. He must have appeared to be a
"nice guy• II
p eople who appear nice
?n . the outside may be nasty on th
inside.
e
The Antichrist
like Antiochus
will be basically a' 1·iar ( 11 Thess.·
2:11).

He became
people.

11 I .

His Cam pa ig n ( 11 : 25-35)
A.

The First Against Egypt
Verses 25-28 describe an inva
sion and a victory over Egypt by
Antioch us.
In 170 B. C. Antiochus
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marched through Egypt. The king of
Egypt at the time was Philmetor. Not
only were the Egyptians defeated, but
young Philmetor himself was taken
captive by Antiochus.
In working
out the truce arrangement,
both
parties practiced treachery (cf. vs.
27).

Verse 28 says he would return
home with great riches . I Maccabees
1: 19 verifies that Antiochus did just
that.
B.

The Second Against Egypt
Verses 29-30 describe the second
trip to Egypt. In 168 8. C. Antioch us
returned.
This time the ships of
Chittim came against him.
Chittim
here stands for Rome. As Antiochus
approached Alexandria he was met by
a
Roman
counci I who
summarily
demanded that he leave Egypt or be
attacked by Rome. As verse 30 says ,
"he shall be grieved, and return in
rage. 11

C.

Against the Jews
Verses 30-35 describe a campaign
against Israel.
Humiliated and en
raged because of his defeat at the
hand of the Romans in Egypt, he
marched through Palestine and "shall
defile the sanctuary fortress."
He
did that by offering a sow upon the
altar. The passage predicts he would
take
away
the
daily
sacrifices.
Mosaic ceremonies were declared ille
gal by Antiochus. The passage also
says he would place there an abomina122

tion that would make desolate. Antio
chus erected an idol in the holy
place, probably an image of Zeus.
Verse 32 says the people who
knew their God woud be strong and
do exploits .
Matthias Maccabees, a
father of five sons, refused to offer
sacrifices in the Grecian way as com
manded by Antioch us.
Instead, he
slew the king's representatives and
he and his son began the famous Mac
cabeean revolt.
According to verse 35, God
allowed all this for a purpose.
He
11
allowed it to refine the, purge them,
and make them white, until the time
of the end. 11
Refinement through
suffering will continue until the end.
Conclusion:
Antiochus will have a career of war which
climaxed in the persecution of the Jews.
.
There is much we can learn from this
passage . From Daniel's point of view the angel
is telling him there are more hard times ahead;
Antiochus will persecute the Jews.
From our
point of view we can see this prop~1ecy has
been literally fulfilled and that God 1s sover
eign. The great spiritual lesson of the passage
is that God allows suffering in order to. refine
His people.
He does not permit suffering to
punish us. but to perfect us.
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THE COMING ANTICHRIST
Daniel 11: 36-45

One of the major themes of the prophetic
word is the Antichrist.
Bible teachers have
talked about him for years.
Unfortunately,
there has been as much speculation as revela
tion concerning who he is and what he will do.
For example, guesses as to who he is have
ranged from Hitler to Kissinger. When it comes
to the subject of the Antichrist, we need to
ask what is factual and what is conjecture.
Again and again the book of Daniel refers
to the coming Antichrist.
The first reference
to him is in chapter 7 where he is called "the
little horn. 11
There is an indirect reference to
him in chapter 8.
Technically, chapter 8 was
fulfilled in Antiochus Epiphanes, and yet he is
an illustration of the Antichrist.
The next
reference to the future Antichrist is in Daniel
9 where he is referred to as "the prince who is
to come 11 (9:26).
These brief references give
us a great deal of material, but there is stil I
more in chapter 11.
In Daniel's vision there is
an extended section, the longest in the book on
the Antichrist.
Before we look at the passage in detail it
must be established that this indeed refers to
the Antichrist.
First, note that according to
the angel's words in 10:14, the scope of this
prophecy was to include "the last days." But,
as we have seen thus far, 11 : 2-35 is prophecy
that has been fulfilled in history.
We can
demonstrate that, so where does the material on
"the last days" begin?
Verse 36 refers to a
king who will do according to his will. A casual
reading of the passage might lead one to the
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conclusion that this is a reference to Antiochus
who was spoken of in verse 35. Many, however,
have insisted that verse 36 introd~c~s a. new
person.
This king is actually d1stingu1shed
from the king of the north (cf. vs. 40). There
fore he cannot be Antiochus Epiphanes. Fur
ther~ore,
1 2: 1 ,
in referring to th~ latter
verses in chapter 11, says that all of t_h1s t~kes
place at the time of the Great Tribulation.
These observations have led many to conclude
that beginning in verse 36 the passage refe~s
to a willful king popularly called the Ant1Christ.
Jerome and Luther both identified this
willful king as the future Antichrist.
Dr.
Walvoord has said, 11 Even liberal scholars who
find the earlier sections so remarkably accurate
that they hold it history rather than prophe~y,
admit a sharp difference in the latter ~ect1on
beginning in verse 36 as not corresponding to
history. 11

I.

His Character ( 11: 36-39)
He will do according to his own will;
i.e., he is a totally self-willed individu~I.
This is the exact opposite of Jesus Christ
11 1
who said
come to do Thy will, 0
God, 11 and "Not my will, but Thine be
done. 11
When you exert and exercise
your will over God's will you are like
Antichrist, not Christ.
The Antichrist will
not only be
self-willed,
but also self-exalting.. He
shall speak against the God of gods, 1.e.,
the
true
God.
He
shal I
not
regard the God of his fathers.
( By t~e
way, this is positive proof t.hat this
passage does not refer to Ant,a- ch~s
because he did worship the god of his
fathers.)
Some have used this to prove
the Antichrist is a Jew, but the Hebrew
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word for "god" in this passage is not
Jehovah,
but Elohim.
Thus,
this is
referring, not to a Jew, but to a Gentile.
The Antichrist will magnify himself above
all gods and men.
What contrast with
Jesus Christ who emptied Himself and
humbled Himself.
When you exalt your
self you are like Antichrist.
When you
empty yourself you are like Christ.
He will not only be self-willed and
self-exalting, he will be self-worshiping.
That is the implication from verses 38 and
39.
In other words, he will regard no
other god but war.
The Antichrist wil I
also be self-worshiping (II Thess. 2:4).
He will worship himself, military activity
and materialism.
II.

Daniel 11: 40 also says the king
of the north will come at him like a
whirlwind.
Again, throughout this
chapter the king of the north has
been Syria.
So, the king of the
north is at least the nation of Syria,
but again, if Ezekiel 38 and 38 are a
parallel passage, then perhaps more
are included (cf. Ez. 38: 15).
Many
have concluded the king of the north
is Russia.
So, the king of the south and
the king of the north shall attack the
Antichrist.
This could very well be
an invasion of Palestine.
If this
parallels Ezekiel 38 and 39, that is
definiteyl the case (cf. Ez. 38:8,9).
Verse 40 says they will come
with chariots, with horsemen and with
many ships.
Will the invading armies
actually use horses in a day of jet
aircraft and nuclear weapons?
While
these references may be understood
in terms of their modern counterpart,
it is possible that the situation will be
such that the armies will be forced to
revert to the use of simpler weapons.
After
all,
the
New
York
Police
Department has cars, guns, tear gas
and horses.

His Career (11:40-45)
A.

Israel will be attacked.
To understand Daniel 11: 40-45,
it must be remembered that the Anti
Christ, as head of the revived Roman
empire, makes a covenant with Israel
at the beginning of the Tribulation
(Dan. 9:27). That, evidently, is the
backdrop of 11 : 40.
This verse says
the king of the south shall push at
him. Throughout chapter 11 the king
of the south has been Egypt.
There
is reason to believe, however. that
here the king of the south includes
more than Egypt, namely Daniel 11: 43
and the fact that Ezekiel 38 and 39
s~ems to be a parallel passage which
a_ligns others with Egypt during this
time. At any rate, the king of the
south will push at the Antichrist.
This means he will attack him.

B.

The Antichrist will counter-attack.
The latter part of verse 40 is a
problem.
The question is to whom
The king of the
does "he" refer.
south? The king of the north? The
Antichrist? Many have argued that it
refers to the Antichrist.
If that is
the case , and I believe it is, then
this passage is telling us that re-
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news and returns to Palestine.
Fur
thermore, he is able to completely
defeat those causing
the
rumors.
(which
argues against this
being
China).

sponding to Israel's cry for assist
ance,
the
Antichrist
wil I
invade
Egypt, Libya and Ethiopia (cf. vs.

43).
C.

The Antichrist will enter Palestine.
F.
Passing through Egypt,
Libya
and
Ethiopia,
the
Antichrist
will
enter Palestine.
This will probably
take place in the middle of the Tribu
lation near Megiddo (cf. Rev. 16:16).
Many countries shall be over
thrown, but Edom, Moab and Ammon
shall escape.
That is, modern Jordan
will not be invaded.

D.

The Antichrist will
Libya and Ethiopia.

dominate

E.

The Antichrist will defeat others.
According to verse 44, rumors
out of the east and the north shall
trouble him. Frankly, this verse is a
problem.
Some understand this to
mean another invasion from the north
(i.e.,
Russia) and from the east
(China; cf. Rev. 9:13-21; 16:12). On
the other hand, others suggest "the
north" refers to Palestine, i.e., the
troops left there by the Antichrist
would have suffered serious reverses
presumeably at the hand of the Jews.
Whichever view is correct, the point
is the Antichrist hears disturbing
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his

He shall plant the tabernacle of
his palace between the seas and the
glorious holy mountain. Ancient con
querors took tents with them for their
official
dwelling
places
when
on
campaigns.
The thought here is that
the Antichrist will be able to place
his official tent wherever he wants to
in
Palestine,
indicating
complete
subjection of the land.
In this case,
he placed it in Jerusalem.

Egypt,

Apparently,
the
Antichrist
returns to Egypt.
He will then be
able to achieve complete domination of
that land and its valuables.

The
Antichrist
will
establish
headquarters in Jerusalem.

G.

The Antichrist will come to his end.
The Antichrist will come to his
end both in power and in life.
None
will be able to help him.
This, of
course, is a reference to the second
coming of Christ

Conclusion:
The Antichrist will be a totally self
absorbed egotist, opposed to God and involved
in the war.
The Antichrist is a man of sin and
a man of war.
He is anti--Christ, God and
Jews.
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ALL I SEE IS TROUBLE
Daniel 12:1-3

As a teenager Daniel could have said, "All
I see is trouble. 11
His nation had been con
quered, thousands had been killed.
Homes and
businesses had been destroyed. Thousands had
been kidnapped and transported to a foreign
land.
He himself had been in that number.
Upon arriving in an alien country he encoun
tered still more difficulties.
That was only the beginning. Daniel lived
to see an absolute monarch threatened to kill all
the wisemen if they could not tell him the
content and interpretation of a dream, to see
his friends cast into a fiery furnace, and to see
that absolute monarch go absolutely insane. He
had witnessed another king go crazy over
pleasure and ultimately destroyed.
He was also
pitched into a den of lions like a piece of meat
for their supper.
Truly he could have justifiably said, 11 AII
I've seen is trouble. 11 But Daniel was a godly
man who was greatly concerned about his
people. So, God allowed Daniel to see into the
future and especially the future of Israel, but
11 AII
again he could have said,
I see is
11
trouble.
As God pulled back the curtain and
let him see the stage of the world of the future
Daniel saw that one Gentile nation after another
would rule the world (ch. 2).
One of those
Gentile nations would have a king that would
subdue others and speak great things against
God {ch. 7).
Several of those Gentile nations
would fight each other and a king of fierce
countenance would destroy God's people (ch.

8).
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Israel would get to return, rebuild and
restore, but the people of the prince that would
come would destroy the city and the sanctuary,
and the prince himself would stop the sacrifices
and desecrate the temple (ch. 9). And, finally,
God gave Daniel one other vision lasting three
chapters.
In th is one He gave one detail right
after another of death and destruction.
Antio
chus and Antichrist would make devastation in
Israel.
Truly Daniely could say, 11 AII
see is
11
trouble for me and for Israel.
At this point
he was probably asking, 11 What is there to look
forward to?
Is there any hope for Israel? Will
there always be trouble for the Jews?
What
about me? I am old (he was in his B0's); what
will happen to me?"
You may
have said
the
same thing.
Trouble,
trouble,
trouble ... kids,
marriage,
work, money ... what is there to look forward
to?
I.

Rescue ( 1 2: 1 )
A.

There will be trouble.
Daniel says "at that time 11 there
shall be trouble. This is a reference
to the Great Tribulation.
We know
that because "at that time" refers to
11 : 40 and, as we have seen, that
verse talks about the time of the end.
More specifically, 11: 40-45 talks about
the Antichrist.
Furthermore, Jesus
quotes this verse and says it refers
to the Tribulation (Matt. 24:21).
But the point of the verse is
there will be trouble in the future.
That is true for Israel and, frankly,
that is true for us (I Pet. 4:12).
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B.

There will be rescue.

time as if they occurred in immediate
relation to each other (cf. Isa. 61 : 2, 3).
Thus, Daniel is simply saying
that after the Tribulation (and the
second coming) many, both righteous
and wicked, will be raised (but there
is a gap between those resurrected).
Is there a resurrection after the
Tribulation?
Isn't the rapture before
the Tribulation?

This verse goes on to say that

at that time Michael, the angel, es
pecially assigned to Israel, will stand
up.
He stands up so he can defend
Israel against the Antichrist.
This
refers to the Tribulation Period at
which time some of the children of
Israel will be preserved from their
persecutors.
It does not refer to all
Israel for the verse says that un
believing Israel is excluded.
There will be rescue--that's what
you have to look forward to.
Daniel
was delievered from the king's diet.
The
three
Hebrew
children
were
delivered
from
the
destructive
furnace.
Daniel was delivered from
the lion's den.
God delivers.
There
will be trouble, but there will also be
rescue.

11.

B.

Not a general resurrection.
But what about those who have
died? Verse 2 goes on to refer to a
:esur:ection. There are two problems
in this verse:
(1) it seems to be
~eaching a general resurrection; (2)
it seems to be teaching a resurrection
after the Tribulation.
Is there a general resurrection?
N_o.I We know that because of Revela-•
tion 20:4,5.
Well, then, how do we
~xplai n Daniel 12: 2? The answer is it
1s not at all unusual for prophecy in
the Old Testament to present events
separated by a considerable span of

resurrection

after

the

There is no getting around the
fact this verse is teaching a resur
rection after the Tribulation.
How
does
that
fit
the
pre-Tribulation
rapture?
Verse 2 says many that sleep ...
not all that sleep-.-This is not a
universal resurrection, it is a partial
resurrection.
This
resurrection
includes
the
Jewish
Tribulation
saints.
Many have concluded that it
also includes the Old Testament saints
(cf. 12:13).

Resurection ( 12: 2)

A.

There is a
Tribulation.

C.

There
Bible.

are

five

resurrections

in

the

To clarify and summarize, let me
remind you there are five resurrec
tions in the Bible.
1.
2.

3.

Resurrection of Christ { I Cor.
15:23).
Resurrection of some at Christ's
resurrection (Matt. 27: 52 ,53).
Resurrection
of
the
Church
(before the Trib.)
(I Thess.
4:16).
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4.

5.

Ill.

Resurrection
Israel (i.e.,
Trib.
saints
(Rev. 2 0: 3, 4;
Resurrection
(after
the
20:5).

of the children of
Old Testament and
after the Trib.)
Dan. 12:2).
of the condemned
Millennium)
(Rev.

Reward (12:3)
The wise are those who are able to
see through the unbelief and wickedness
of their generation and put their con
fidence in unseen eternal values.
They
behave themselves wisely in that they
obey God.
In Daniel 11 :33,35, the word
11 wise 11
is translated "understood. 11
In
those verses the word refers to people
who are wise themselves and who helped
to make others wise.
These wise ones
will shine as the brightness of the firm
ament. That is, their reward is they will
shine with the same glory as the heavens
and fulfill the same function, 11 to declare
the glory of God. 11
The latter part of verse 3 talks of
witnesses who turn many to righteous
ness.
They, like the stars, will shine
forever.

PLEASE ANSWER MY PROPHETIC QUESTIONS
Daniel 12:13

People love prophecy because they are
curious about the future and want answers
Ever'>-:time I speak on prophecy people ask
questions. I have preached on the rapture and
have had people ask about small unsaved child
ren.
1've preached on the Tribulation and have
been asked, "How do the 144,000 get saved all
of a sudden?"
I've preached on the Millennium
and people have inquired, "How can men live
with the Lord for a thousand years and rebel at
the end? 11
The reality is prophecy produces questions
as well as answers.
What do I do with my
unanswered prophetic questions? Is it wrong to
ask?
. The book. of Daniel is a book of prophecy,
yet 1t ends with questions.
By looking at the
last paragraph in the book we can learn some
things about our propheti'c questions.
Two
questions are asked:
( 1) one by an angel (vs.
5-7); and (2) one by Daniel (vs. 8-13).
I.

Cone I us ion :

How long will the opposition last?

A.

Life is fu II of trouble, but we can antici
pate rescue now and resurrection and reward
later.
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The Request (12:5,6)
As Daniel stood beside the Tigris
River he observed three persons, one
on either side of the river.
Two
were angels, the one clothed in linen
was the preincarnate Christ (cf. vs.
6).
One of the angels asked Christ,
"How long shall the fulfillment of
these wonders be? 11
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What does that mean?
Some believe Daniel is rephrasing
the original question asked by the
angel.
Yet they believe there is a
difference between the two.
The
first question deals with 11 how Jong 11 •
the second with "what. 11
Others say
he may have wondered how the deliv
erance from the Antichrist would be
affected .
This much is clear:
Dan
iel wanted more information.

The word "be" is in italics,
meaning that those words
were not
in the Hebrew text.
_Literally, the
question reads, 11 How long the end of
these wonders? 11
In other words, he
is asking, "How long will all this
trouble last? 11
B.

The Reply (12:7)
Christ holds up both hands.
The lifting up of His hands to the
heavens indicates the solemnity of the
oath.
Then He answers I 11 A time ,
times, and half a time."
This same
expression occurred in Daniel 7: 25,
apparently
referring
to
the
last
period preceeding the second coming
of Christ (cf. 7:27).
It occurs again
in Revelation 12:14 (cf. also the 42
months in Rev. 11:2; 13:5, and the
160 days in Rev. 12:6). The expres
sion simply means three and a half
years.
That fits perfectly with Daniel
9: 27.
In other words, the time of
the outrageous persecution will begin
when the Antichrist breaks his cov
enant and will last three and a half
years.

11.

What more can you tell me?
A.

The Request (12: 8)
Verse 8 contains
the
second
question in this passage.
But the
question itself is a problem.
J f the
italicized words are left out, we can
see the question written in the ori
ginal:
"What ... the end of these ... ?"
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B.

The Response (12:9-13)
The Lord responds to Daniel's
request in verse 9-13.
He does not
answer the question outright, but he
does say several things.
From these
verses we can discern the several
things he wanted Daniel to know.
First,
these
verses
indicate
there are some things we can know.
For example, in verse 10 he says the
Tribulation will try the saints. And,
the Tribulation will reveal the wick
edness of the human heart.
In verse
11 he indicates the Tribulation will
contain the Abomination of Desolation.
In verses 12 and 13, he tells Daniel
that the saints will be blessed and
resurrected.
And yet the Lord tells Daniel he
cannot know everything.
In verse 9
11
11
He says,
Go your way.
In other
words, he refused to answer Daniel's
question directly.
Th is is instructive for us, for
while we can know some things about
prophecy, we cannot know everything
(Deut.
29:29).
The
Bible
says
nothing about babies at the rapture .
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The Bible does not tell us how the
144 000 will get saved.
The Scrip
ure~ do not explain how some will
rebel after living here for a thousand
years.
We can guess,
spec_ulate,
theorize, philosophize, but we, in the
final analysis, simply do not know the
answer to these and other questions.
In the meantime,
we are to
occupy and obey until He comes.
Twice in this passage the Lord says
"Go your way" (vs. 9 and 13). That
is "Go about your business. Do what
y~u•re supposed to do and don't just
ask prophetic questions."

Conclusion:
The Lord answers some prophetic questions
and some He doesn't.
We don't need to know
more, we need to do more.
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WHAT IS GOING ON?

These were dark, difficult, discouraging
days:
dark because Jerusalem had been des
troyed; difficult because Daniel had to live in a
pagan, hostile Babylon; discouraging because
the prospects for the future were not too
bright.
Daniel coud not help but ask, "What is
going on?
What in the world is God doing?"
He knew some of the answers.
He knew Israel
had wandered off into iniquity and idolatry,
and as a result God had promised and now per
formed a captivity.
But he still had questions.
What would happen next? The two main issues
were the Gentiles and the nation of Israel. A
Gentile nation had conquered Jerusalem.
That
produced all kinds of questions.
What will
happen to that nation? And what about other
Gentile nations after it? Furthermore, a Gentile
nation had conquered Israel.
What would that
mean for Daniel's own nation?
In times of
national crisis we ask ourselves the same kinds
of questions.
An overview of the book of Daniel answers
these questions.
Before we look at the book as
a whole, we must note two things.
The book is written in two languages.
Daniel 1:1 through 2:3 and 8:1 through 12:13 is
in Hebrew, while Daniel 2: 4 through 7: 28 is in
Aramaic.
It also needs to be noted that the
book is not written in chronological order.
Daniel 7: 1 is the first year of Belshazzar while
chapter 5 records his death.
That means the
traditional approach to dividing the book in to
historical
(chs.
1-6) and prophetical (chs.
7-12) is not accurate.
Based on the language structure of the
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book, I would suggest an outline as follows:
Introduction (1:1-2:3)
I.
II.

the Gentile nations may plot against
the children of Israel, but God will
protect them.
He protected the three
Hebrew children and He will protect
the 144,000 during the Tribulation
Period.

The destiny of Gentile nations
(2:4-7:28)
The deliverance of Israel (8:1-12:3)
Conclusion (12:4-13)
C.

Now, let's look at the book of Daniel as a
whole.
Daniel 1: 1 through 2: 3 is an introduc
tion to the book.
It tells us two main things:
( 1) How Daniel got from Jerusalem
Babylon.
(2) What kind of person Daniel was.

Chapter 4 gives another charac
teristic of Gentile world powers. They
will be proud.
During the times of
the Gentiles God will humble many
and save some.

to
D.

I.

A Sovereign God Will Ultimately
Gentile Nations (2:4-7:28).
A.

Judge

B.

The Gold Image (Dan. 3)
Chapter 2 gives us the broad
outline of history from Daniel's time
on.
Chapters 3 through 7 fill in the
details of the times of the Gentiles.
The point of these chapters is that
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The Gala Feast (Dan. 5)
Daniel
5 gives
still
another
insight into the times of the Gentiles.
As Belshazzar was defiant and God
judged him, so the Gentile nations
may defy God, but a sovereign God
will judge them.

The Great Image (Dan. 2)
When Nebuchadnezzar conquered
Jerusalem, the times of the Gentiles
began (cf. Luke 21:24).
The ques
tion is, What will happen next? Daniel
2 traces the course of Gentile world
powers
until
the establishment of
God's kingdom.
The point of this
chapter is that the Gentile nations
will persist for many, many years to
come (i.e., from Daniel's point of
view).

The Gigantic Tree (Dan. 4)

E.

The Ghastly Plot (Dan. 6)
Daniel 6 reveals the ghastly plot
to persecute Daniel. Again, God pro
tected him.
He will do the same for
the nation of Israel throughout the
times of the Gentiles.

F.

The Grotesque Beast (Dan. 7)
In chapter 7 Daniel had a dream
consisting of four grotesque beasts.
These four beasts parallel the great
image in chapter 2 and, again, there
is a sense in which this traces the
course of the Gentile world rule, but
it adds detail.
A major point of this

chapter is the Gentile nations will be
punished.

troublous
times.
Even
after the
Messiah shat I come, the city and the
temple will be destroyed and ultimate
ly the Antichrist will make a cove
nant only to break it and commit an
abomination that shall make desolate.

Conclusion:
Gleaning chapters 2-7 it is
learned that the Gentile nations will be
judged and God will ultimately establish
His kingdom.

C.
11.

A Sovereign God Will Ultimately Resurrect
and Reward Isreal (ch. 8-12).
Beginning in chapter 8 Daniel writes
in Hebrew and concerns himself with
Israel and the Gentile rule.
Chapters
8-12 contain three visions.
A.

The Vision
( Dan. 8)

of

the

Ram

and

Goat

The v1s1on of the ram and goat
pictures Israel under Neo-Persia and
Greece.
The picture is of trouble,
especially under Antiochus.
He is
the one who calls the sacrifice to
cease (cf. Dan. 8:11).

B.

The Vision of the 70 Weeks (Dan. 9)
When we get to Daniel 9, we dis
cover that Daniel had been in Babylon
for 6 7 years.
He knew from Jeremiah
that the captivity was to last 70
years, so obviously his question was,
"Is the captivity to be over? 11 He put
this
question
before
God.
God
responds by saying, in essence, "My
program for Israel will last 70 times
70, or 490 years.
Those 490 years can be divided
into three parts, each filled with
trouble.
The wall will be built in
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The Vision
10-1 2)

of Israel's

Future

(Dan.

The last vision of the book
spans over three chapters.
It is not
a vision of an image or a tree or
beast; just Israel's future and, again,
it spells trouble.
An angel detailed
what is now the history of Persia and
Greece giving special notice to Antio
chus.
Then he jumps to the Anti
christ.
This long climactic prophecy
ends with the revelation that Israel
will
be
rescued,
resurrected and
rewarded.

a

Conclusion:
That 1s the sum of Israel's future.
It will
be full of trouble until they have trouble like
they've never had before.
Ultimatly, God will
rescue, resurrect and reward.
The cone! us ion
will be that a sovereign God will ultimately
judge the Gentile nation and even though Israel
will have trouble, He will rescue and reward
her.
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skillful in knowledge.
quick, keen intellect.
11

HOW TO BE BELOVED

The Bible bulges with biographies.
If you
take the stories of men and women out of the
Bible, you would have only a booklet left.
Evidently, God thinks the stories of people are
important.
Paul goes so far as to say--"Follow
me. 11
We have studied Daniel the book.
We now
need to survey Daniel the man.
He is one of
the most outstanding men, not only in the Old
Testament, but in all of the Word of God.
Ezekiel, one of his contemporaries, who lived
with him in Babylon, puts him in the same
category as Job and Noah (cf. Ez. 14: 14).
Three times in the book of Daniel he is called,
"the greatly beloved" (9:23, 10:11, 10:19).
Dr. Walvoord says that God loves the entire
world, yet certain individuals, because of their
special relationship to God, are the objects of
unusual divine love.
What made Daniel greatly
beloved?
I.

Daniel was gifted.
A.

Physically
Daniel 1 : 4 says there were no
blemishes (literally, no defects) in
him.
He was not blind or bow
legged.
Furthermore,
that
same
verse says he ws well favored. This
means he was good or pleasing in
appearance.

B.

Mentally
Daniel 1: 4 goes on to say he was
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C.

11

He

had

a

Socially
Daniel was able to stand in the
king's palace (Dan. 1:4). Therefore
he must have possessed social graces:

D.

Educationally
Daniel
of his day.

E.

had

the

finest

education

Occupationally
Daniel was a gifted administra
tor.
Daniel 1 :9 indicates he was
appointed to some very important ad 
ministrative posts.
Daniel 2: 48 says
he was ruler over the province of
Babylon and had superior over the
wisemen.

11.

Daniel was genuinely wise.
A.

Practically
Ezekiel 23 says the Prince of
Tyre was wiser than Daniel.
This
could be sarcasm (i.e., "You think
you are wiser"), or it could
serious statement (i.e., "You really
are wiser 11 ) .
Whichever is true, the
verse shows how far Daniel's reputa
tion for wisdom had spread.
Remem
ber also that he was head of the
wisemen (cf. Dan. 2:48).
In chapter 1 his practical wisdom
saved him and his friends.
In chapter 2 his wisdom saved

~a
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him and all the wisemen of Babylon.
Repeatedly through the book Daniel's
practical wisdom seeps th rough.
B.

Daniel 9:27 & 11:31

Prophetically.
Daniel was also wise prophetic
ally (cf. Dan. 1:7; 5:10). There are
seven
prophetic
units
in
Daniel.
Three of them give the broad outline
of prophecy (chs. 2, 7, 9).
Two of
them give the details of prophecy
(chs. 4, S).

111.

Daniel was godly.
A.

He was a faithful man.
Ezekiel 14: 14 reminds us that
Daniel was righteous. He was truly a
godly guy.
Faithfulness and prayer
fulness were two hallmarks of his
character.
He was faithful to the Word of
God (ch. l), and he was faithful to
the God of the Word (ch. 6}.

B.

THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION

He was a prayerful man.
One of the obvious marks of his
godliness was his prayer life.
He
prayed continually as well as in a
time of crisis (cf. chs. 2, 6, 9).

Conclusion:
Daniel was greatly beloved not because he
was gifted or wise because he was godly.
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These studies in the book of Daniel have
been basically an exposition of all the passages
of the book. The last two have been an over
vie~ of the book and a biographical study of
Daniel.
On top of that, many topical studies
could be done through the book.
Before we
leave our study of Daniel I would like to do at
least one such study, a study of the Abomina
tion of Desolation.
In the book of Daniel the
Abomination of Desolation is mentioned three
times.
Furthermore, the Lord Himself said it
was one of the major events of the Tribulation
Period (cf. Matt. 24:3,15,16).
What, then, is
the Abomination of Desolation?
When will it
take place and just why is it so important?
I.

The Abomination of Desolation will take
place in the middle of the Tribulation
(Dan. 9:27).
A.

Not in 70 A.O.
The first passage in the book of
Daniel to mention the Abomination of
Desolation
is
Daniel
9:27.
Some
reading this passage have concluded
that it was fulfilled in the destruc
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70
A. D.
Was the burning of the temple
in 70 A. D. the Abomination of Desola
tion?
No!
I say that for three
reasons:
( 1) Daniel 9 says the Anti
Christ will make a covenant and then
break it three and a half years later.
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That did not happen in 70 A. D.; (2)
Matthew 24 teaches there will be an
abomination and then the Great Trib
ulation (cf. Matr:--1"4: 15-21).
In 70
A. D. there was a great tribulation
and
then
the
great
temple
was
burned.
In other words, Jesus said
the abomination was first and the
tribulation second.
In 70 A.O. there
was tribulation first and abomination
Iast; ( 3) Jesus said, "When you see
the Abomination of Desolation, flee, 11
but in 70 A. D. those who fled did so
before the Romans arrived.
By the
time the Romans entered the temple
area it was too late.
They had
already surrounded Jerusalem for six
months and flight was impossible.
Well, then, if the Abomination of
Desolation did not happen in 70 A. D.,
when will it happen?
B.

In the Tribulation Period
Daniel 12, one of the other ref
erences to the Abomination of Desola
tion in the book of Daniel, indicates
that it will be just before the Milen
nial kingdom (cf. 12: 1, a reference to
the Tribulation and 12:2, a reference
to the kingdom).
A careful reading of Matthew 24
proves
beyond a doubt that the
Abomination of Desolation will take
place just before Jesus comes (cf.
24:15,30).
Jesus did not come in 70
A. D., so clearly 70 A. D. is not the
Abomination of Desolation.
To sum up, the Abomination of
Desolation will take place in the
middle of the Tribulaton Period (cf.
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Dan. 9:27, Matt. 24:3-15,29).

11.

The Abomination of Desolation will be the
worship of the Antichrist.
A.

Speculation
Through
the
centuries
there
have been many speculations concern
ing the nature of the Abomination of
Desolation. Even Mohammed ism, which
sprang up in 612 A.O., has been
cal led the Abomination of Desolation.

B.

Revelation
The Lord reveals to us the
nature of the Abomination of Desola
tion.
It is clear that the Abomination
of Desolation and the cessation of the
daily sacrifices are linked together
(cf. Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11).
The
implication is that the Abomination of
Des~l~tion took the place of the daily
sacrifices.
Could th is then be a false
worship replacing the true?
This
much is clear:
whatever it is, it
stands
in
the holy
place
( Matt.
24:15).
Of the three times the Abomina
tion is mentioned ni the book of
Daniel, two refer to the Tribulation
and one to Antioch us.
If we know
what Antiochus did, we might have
some idea of what the Antichrist will
do. We know from history that Antio
chus erected a statue of Zeus in the
holy place (cf. I Mace. 1: 45-54).
Thus, we can see from that historical
fulfillment that the Abomination of
Desolation was the institution of the
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ORDER FORM

worship of an idol in the place of
God.
But remember that though Antio
chus fulfilled one reference to the
Abomination of Desolation, Jesus Him
self said, 11 It is still coming" ( Matt.
24:15).
II Thessalonians 2:3,4 tell us
the man of sin will sti in the temple
of God, declaring he is God.

111.

The Abomination of Desolation
the Great Tribulation.

will

Please send me. the following cassette tapes from
the current series on the book of Daniel:

[ ]

DANIEL (3 Volumes, $45.00)
[ ]

Volume 1 ($20.00)
[ 1 Understanding Our Hostile
Society
[ ] Living in a Hostile Society
[ ) Reigning in a Hostile Society
[ J Beware of Prophets
[ ] Who Knows the Future?
[ ] Where Is History Headed?
[ ] The Hard Times
[ ] God and My Hard Times
[ ] Why the Furnace in Your Life?
[ ] The Greatest Lesson in Life
[ ] Insanity Can Be a Blessing
[ ] God Is After You

[ ]

Volume 2 ($15.00)
[ ) The Greatest Mistake You Can
Make
[ ] God's Graffiti
[ ] Punishment for Doing Right
[ ] How to Handle a Major Crisis
[ ] Is the U.S. in Prophecy?
[ ] Will the European Nations Unite?
[ J Through Trouble to Triumph
[ ) An Illustration of Antichrist
[ ] You Can Pray Like Daniel
[ ] The Future of Israel

[ ]

Volume 3 ($15.00)
[ ] The Devil, My Prayers and Slow
Answers
[ ] Proof for Biblical Inspiration
l l Why Does God Al low Suffering?
[ ] The Coming Antichrist

start

What is the significance of the Abom
ination of Desolation? Why is it so empha
sized by Daniel and by Christ?
The answer, in a word, is it will
signal the beginning of the Great Tribu
lation (cf. Matt. 24:25-31).
It will also
prove that the Antichrist is the Anti
christ.
Before he reveals himself, some
might suspect the Antichrist is indeed the
Antichrist, but when he sets up the
Abomination of Desolation, all will have
positive proof.
Making a covenant with
Israel does not prove he is the Antichrist
for others may make a covenant.
But
setting up the Abomination of Desolation
in the temple in Jerusalem will prove
beyond a doubt he is in truth the Anti
christ.
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Conclusion:
In the middle of the Tribulation Period the
Antichrist will set up an idolatrous, detested
worship of himself in the temple which will start
the Great Tribulation.
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]
[ ]

[

[ ]
[ 1
[ 1

All I See Is Trouble
Please Answer My Prophetic
Questions
What Is Going On?
How to Be Beloved
The Abomination of Desolation

Any of the above cassettes may be purchased
individually for $2.00 a piece.
Please include $.50 for postage per order.
I am enclosing:
$

to purchase the entire Daniel set

$

to purchase only vol(s)
of the Daniel set

-------

and

$
to purchase only the individual
- - - - cassettes checked above
$

----

as my tax-deductible donation to the
Church of the Open Door Radio
Ministry

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

-----

Name
Address
City

------

State

--

Zip

----

Church of the Open Door
550 South Hope Stree!
Los Angeles, California 90071• •2698
(213) 6263293

